
 

 

 The year of 2006 has found Treasure Seekers of San Diego County pretty busy.  Not only have the 
monthly meetings gone on we have also done: 

January 20th to 22nd - GPAA Gold Show in Primm, NV. 

February 6th to 8th - Board Members to Stanton, AZ 

February 18th to 19th - Outing at Goffs, CA. 

March 18th to 19th - Outing at Hall of Fame Claim 

April 8th to 9th -  Outing to Freedom Claim 

April 21st to 23rd - GPAA Gold Show in Lancaster, CA. 

May 20th to 21st - Outing to Hall of Fame Claim 

June 7th - Meeting - A Farewell to Jim Hall 

June 10th - Booth - Jamual, CA. 

June 10th to 11th - Outing to Holcomb Valley 

July 1st - Website Established for TSS 

July 5th - Meeting - Chester Nowicki presides as new President 

July 8th - Panning Demo. At Children’s Museum in Escondido 

July 9th - Metal Detecting at Oceanside Harbor 

July 15th to 16th - Outing at Lytle Creek 

August 6th - Metal Detecting at La Jolla Shores 

August 19th - One Day Outing to Ready Relief Mine 

September 9th - Booth at Grape Day Park 

September 10th - Metal Detecting at Moonlight Beach 

September 16th to 17th - Outing to Holcomb Valley (cancelled) 

October 8th - Metal Detecting South of Oceanside Pier 

October 21st to 22nd - Outing at Freedom Claim 

October 21st to 22nd - Oktoberfest in Temecula (Corn Maze) 

October 29th - Booth at Fallback Festival in Gas Lamp Quarter 

November 5th - Metal Detecting at La Jolla Shores 

November 15th - Panning Demo. At Children’s Museum in Escondido 

November 23rd to 26th - Outing at Friendly Fox Claim 

November 29th - Work Party at the Nowicki’s 
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TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

DECEMBER 2006 EDITOR:   CHARLENE MYERS 

F INDERS KEEPERS 
WWW .TREASURESEEKERSOFSANDIEGO .COM 

MARK YOUR  

  CALENDAR ~ 

• Sunday, December 10th 

7:00 AM 

Metal Detecting Outing 

North of Oceanside Pier 

 

• Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 9th 

4:00 to 8:00 PM 

 

• Hall of Fame Outing 

January 13th - 15th 

 

• GPAA Gold Show 

January 19th - 21st 

Buffalo Bills 

Primm, NV. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS :  

Saturday, December 9th: 

TSS Christmas Party. 

4:00 to 8:00 PM 

Potluck, Gift Exchange. 

1401 El Norte Parkway, San Marcos 

Flyer with additional information avail-
able on the back table. 

Sunday, December 10th: 

Metal Detecting. 

7:00 AM 

North of Oceanside Pier 

Saturday, Sunday, Monday, 
January 13th to 15th: 

Outing to Hall of Fame Claim 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
January 19th to 21st: 

G.P.A.A. Gold Show in Primm, NV. 

Buffalo Bill’s.  Reservation Code 
#SCG0117, deadline for code rate is 
01-02-2007. 

Don’t miss this one!  Great bargains, 
great buys!   

G IFT G IVING MONTHS ARE AHEAD 

Gift giving months are just up ahead.  What a better gift than to give someone you know a GPAA membership! 

You can obtain membership forms from Treasure Seekers (located at the back table) or go to GPAA’s website:  
www.goldprospectors.org 

Remember to write “Treasure Seekers of San Diego” in the “Chapter number” section, so that we receive credits for the 
membership.  Also when renewing your current membership. 

Every month, I come out and say how much we have got better than the last month.   Every month, it’s the truth and I 
don’t know when its going to slow down.  We just keep doing better and better. 

Frank Trutta has made this organization so much fun with the monthly beach metal detecting and more members are sign-
ing for his outings.  We did a gold panning demo at the Escondido Children’s Museum and all the junior panners got one 
of our new gold prospectors coloring books.  Bill and Charlene Myers were the wagon masters at the Thanksgiving outing 
at the Friendly Fox with almost twenty members.  Harriett and I couldn’t go because we were on the “baby watch” so we 
could become great grandparents.  Plus, a writer, Gary Warth, from the North County Times went along to the Thanks-
giving outing and wrote a two page article in this last Sunday’s paper.  Can you get any better than that?  

 Well, I guess it did.  We held a TSS Workshop at our house and seventeen members showed up to help put things to-
gether for our organization.  Counting Harriett and I, there were nineteen people who built dowsing rods, measured gold 
and packed bags of panning sand with this gold for the TSS to sell at the gold shows and other events.  The gold didn’t 
seem to last as long as I thought, so probably many bags have more than the  “usual amount.”  Plenty of gold for the price 
of the bag. 

We had two people donate gold prospecting items to the TSS.  I mentioned this at our last meeting.  We now have a four 
inch dredge, a highbanker, a Keene 151 drywasher, another smaller drywasher, a vac pack and other miscellaneous items.  
Now we need a member to hang onto all this stuff to loan to our group. 

When you read this, we will be having our December general meeting and everyone will be going home with a gift off of 
the table.  Our Christmas party will be the following Saturday and this will be our third for the TSS group.  Then we get 
ready for another new year of non-stop fun.  It’s continuous folks.  If you’re not having fun or you want to do something 
else on the outings, don’t forget to let us know.  Merry Christmas and a very happy New Year.   
           ~Sourdough Chet~ 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE :  
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Sue Conner, Richard Callahan, Jerry 
Duke, Donna Shout, Steve Heise, 
Nancy Hale, Tom Hale, Gary Warth 
(guest), Yoko Weideman-Riggs and 
Gary White. 

Wednesday, November 29th: 

TSS Work Party 

19 members in attendance: 

Carlos Yturralde, Charlie Freeman, 
Lee Crnkovic, Sharon Crnkovic, Ches-
ter Nowicki, Harriett Nowicki, Donna 
Brock, Ray Wilkerson, Gene Lepper, 
Judy Carpenter, Jim Mears, Carolyn 
Mears, Pat Gravel, Carlissa Gravel, 
Richard Gravel, Loren Raddatz, Lew 
Eakman, Charlene Myers and Tom 
Paulson 

NOVEMBER ’S MEETING W INNERS 

Gold Nugget Raffle Winners: David Rice, Dain Blackburn and Jerry Kaplan 

Door Prize Winner - Roy Stone 

50/50 Winner - Robert Cook 

Finds of the Month Winner - Jim Daugherty 

Saturday, Sunday and Monday, January 
13th through the 15th, TSS will be 
holding their monthly outing at the 
Hall of Fame Claim. 

Directions:  Take Hwy. I-15 to I-10 
East to the Cottonwood Springs & 
Mecca Road Exit (this is approximately 
50 miles past Palm Springs).  Go North 
on Cottonwood Springs Road for ap-
proximately 30 miles. 

This claim is located in a very remote 
area.  It is recommended for tent or 

vehicle camping. The last 20 miles to 
the claim is via dirt road, which at times 
can be washed out, depending on the 
rain for the season.  So a high clearance 
vehicle is suggested and at times a 4x4 
might be needed. 

There is NO services, NO water, NO 
nothing.  The nearest help and water is 
at the Cottonwood Springs Ranger Sta-
tion and Campground, which you pass 6 
miles north of I-10. 

Fine gold to nice nuggets have been 

found here.  Good for Drywashing and 
metal detecting. 

A potluck will be held Saturday night.  
Please bring a dish to share. 

As always, a common, night time fire 
will be held.  Firewood is always wel-
come. 

This claim is in the Old Dale/New Dale 
mining district that is rich in gold min-
ing history.  The area has many abandon 
mines and trails to explore.  Be Safe. 

HALL OF FAME OUTING 

OCTOBER ’S ATTENDANCE REPORT 

Bill Gillon. 

Wednesday, November 15th: 

Escondido Children’s Museum 

8 people in attendance: 

Chester Nowicki, Harriett Nowicki, 
Loren Raddatz, Jim Mears, Carolyn 
Mears, Ray Wilkerson, Donna Brock and 
Charlene Myers. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, November 23rd to 26th: 

Thanksgiving at Friendly Fox 

18 people in attendance: 

Brian Thomas, Laurna Mae, Richard 
Gravel, Pat Gravel, Carlissa Gravel, Bill 
Myers, Charlene Myers, Ron Gonsalves, 

Wednesday, November 1st - 

Chapter Meeting: 

56 Members in Attendance. 

2 New Members signed up  

Sunday, November 5th - 

Metal Detecting - La Jolla Shores 

22 people in attendance: 

Donna Brock, Ray Wilkerson, Ron 
Gonsalves, Sue Conner, Zee Trutta, 
Trish King, Terry King, Richard 
Gravel, Pat Gravel, Bonnie Monahan, 
Thomas Hale, Frank Trutta, Bruce 
Campbell (guest), Paul Drages (guest), 
Janet Kaplan, Jerry Kaplan, Roy Stone, 
Charlene Myers, Donna Shout, Steve 
Heise, Sharon Crnkovic, Joe Fritz and 
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Sales tax first went into effect in 1933 at a ¾% rate paid in round amounts of one cent on a dollar sale.  But the Legislature 
raised the rate to 2% (to make it easier to pay, it said) and adopted the use of tokens to pay fractions of tax on sales under 50 
cents.  The Utah State Tax Commission ordered two denominations: 1-mill and 5-mill.  On June 21, 1937, Utah bought its 
first carload of 70,000 aluminum tokens from Osborne Register Co., Cincinnati, Ohio to be put in circulation July 1.  The 1-
mill disk was a bit smaller than a dime; the 5-mill token slightly larger than a nickel. 

As the Salt Lake Tribune explained it, “The mill was the precise tax on a nickel purchase; the 5-mill on a quarter purchase.  A 
penny was the exact amount of tax on a 50 - cent sale, and the tokens were used to pay the correct tax on factional amounts.”  
Shoppers, for instance, buying an item for $2.65 paid 5 cents and 3 mills tax. 

Obviously tokens would be a world - class pain in the pocket.  Everyone would be carrying around a supply of aluminum as 
well as pennies, because business were required by law to collect the tax, much to the aggravation of the public.  Because Utah 
Gov. Henry Blood signed the sales tax bill into law, tokens quickly became known as “Blood Money”. 

The extra “small change” created a fashion oddity among Utah males; the coin purse.  From 1937 to the mid-1950s (and beyond 
by surviving senior-senior citizens today), this curious trend ordinarily consisted of the small rosette coin wallet or the larger 
snaplock leather pouch.  Rare was the man who was without such an accessory in which to store his daily horde of pennies, 
nickels, dimes, quarters, halves and those worthless blankety blank aluminum tokens!  The coin purse for men gradually faded 
from the scene when tokens were dropped in 1951. 

Why the interest in such a tell.  Well, one such 5-mill token was found by our very own members, Judy and Gene, while on a 
hunting trip in Utah.  The token was lying on the ground, uncovered by recent rains, in a old deer hunters campsite.  Located 
in Drywash Canyon, Antimony, Utah.  What a great find and a great piece of history! 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

 

CLAIMS GUIDE 

 

AVAILABLE FOR  

PURCHASE 

 

CONTRACT: 

LEE CRNKOVIC 

 First of a new year…….. 

Is the time to renew your dredge permit through the Department of Fish and 
Game.  Permits are only valid from January 1st to December 31st of each year. 

It is also the time of year to check to see if your Adventure Pass is still valid. 

The winter months are a good time to check on your equipment.  Does anything 
need fixing?  How are the batteries?  The engine?  Are all parts up and operating?  
No better time than now to get ready for a great gold and treasure hunting season! 

RAY ’S T IPS                   BY RAY W ILKERSON 

Don’t be impatient when trying to remove oxides from your gold nuggets.  Whether you are using Sudsy Ammonia, CLR, or 
nitric acid, give it time to work.  I will let it sit in the solution for a couple of weeks, shaking or agitating it now and then.  
Also you can use an ultrasonic vibrating machine (about $20.00 at Harbor Freight) with enough vinegar to cover the gold and 
a tablespoon of salt.  The cycle of these machines are about 3 minutes, so I keep pushing the button until the oxides come off. 

TSS  would like to thank Brian Thomas for his donation of “UnderSea Treasures” 
by National Geographic Society to the clubs library. 

This gift is  very much appreciated. 

UTAHNS PAID TAX IN “BLOOD MONEY” 
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On Sunday, December 3rd, I went to Oceanside just north of the pier.  The weather was a perfect short sleeve day, nice 
and sunny with very calm swells and there was a nice -1.4 low tide about 1:30 in the afternoon.  A made to order day with 
very few people.  I was very surprised to see nobody else was detecting. 

Pay attention to detail around you.  When you arrive at the beach always take a good look at the sand.  As you know by now 
I like to work the hard packed wet sand at low tide for a number of reasons.  First of all most detectors cannot handle a 
combination of salty water and the heavy mineralization out there.  Then most detectorist like to work the dry sand because 
it is easier to dig, most targets are new lost items and are fairly shallow or they physically cannot dig in the hard packed sand 
out near the surf for any length of time because it is a two hand job with the sand scoop - most of the time recovering targets 
eight to ten inches deep.  Plus the very low tides expose areas that were normally inaccessible. 

As I said, take a good look at the sand.  Is the sand a nice light color compared to the other patches on the beach?  Is it a 
darker dirty looking color with a few smaller rocks in it?  Is it wet or damp?  Are some patches higher or lower than others?  
Is the sand hard packed or fluffy under your feet?  Are there any cuts (berms) there?  Has the surf been calm or rough?  All 
of these things are clues on how the beaches move every day - they are always in motion.  The sands will give up its treas-
ures only if you are diligent enough to recognize the clues that are in plain sight. 

I made my test grids and settled on a dark and wet patch of sand that was very well compacted.  My third target was a  Black 
Hills Gold ring; I love to start out that way.  It ended up being the only gold that day.  This was a good patch, lots of junk 
targets.  I may find one or two lead sinkers but I found seventeen of them that day.  The detector was discriminating out a 
lot of ferris targets.  I was in a high target patch - which meant the sand was low, all of the light sand washed off - the ideal 
place to be looking. 

Next article I’ll explain what all the signs mean and how you can use them to your advantage and increase your recovery 
rate. 

   Do Your Homework. 

 

     HUNT SMART! 

SEARCHING THE BEACHES     BY FRANK TRUTTA 
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Happy Holiday Recipe 

 

Keep friends and family close at hand. 

Mix in laughter - sweet and grand! 

Blend with memories, aged to perfection, and season with only the purest affection. 

Top with warm wishes and serve with good cheer in generous helping throughout the New Year! 



 

 

M INER ’S COOKBOOK CORNER                      BY JUDY CARPENTER 

 

TIN PLATE SPECIAL 

(Pinto Beans with Golden Corn Bread) 

 

1 Pound Dried Pinto Beans 

8 Cups Water 

1 Ham Hock or ½ Cup Salt Pork Diced 

 

Check and sort dried beans for any stones or rocks and discard. 

In a large glass or plastic bowl cover the beans with water and soak overnight. 

The next day, drain the beans and transfer beans to a large cooking pot, add fresh water, ham hock or salt pork, simmer 
over medium to high heat about an hour, add salt, check water level and add hot water if necessary to maintain about a 2 

inch level above the beans.  Continue cooking for another 1 to 2 hours until beans are soft.  Salt again if desired. 

Optional Ingredients:  Tabasco sauce, canned tomatoes, onions, or other seasonings such as garlic salt. 

Makes 6 to 8 servings. 

 

***************************** 

Golden Corn Bread 

 

1 Cup Yellow Corn Meal 

1 Cup Sifted Enriched Flour 

¼ Cup Sugar (or less) 

½ teaspoon Salt 

4 teaspoons Baking Powder (Clabber Girl) 

1 Egg - Slightly Beaten 

1 Cup Buttermilk or Regular Whole Milk 

¼ Cup Shortening, soft, or Bacon Drippins’ 

In a medium to large bowl sift together dry ingredients, add egg, milk and shortening, mix until smooth batter (Do not 
over mix).  Bake in a greased 8 inch square pan, muffin tins or a cast iron skillet. 

Bake for 20 to 25 minutes at 425 degrees. 

Recipe can be doubled and baked a little longer.  Serve with honey for an extra treat. 

Yields approximately 9 servings 
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MEMBER PHOTO ’S 

CHAPTER MEETING - NOVEMBER 1ST 
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MEMBER PHOTO ’S 

 METAL DETECTING - LA JOLLA SHORES - NOVEMBER 5TH 
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ESCONDIDO CHILDREN ’S MUSEUM - NOVEMBER 15TH 

MEMBER PHOTO ’S 
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THANKSGIVING - FRIENDLY FOX CLAIM 

MEMBER PHOTO ’S 
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TSS WORK PARTY - NOVEMBER 29TH 
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COLUMBIA METAL DETECTORS 

www.columbiametaldetectors.com 

Your one stop prospecting store 

Locally owed and operated by Frank Trutta 

Member of Treasure Seekers of San Diego 

 

     760 East Valley Parkway 

     Escondido,  CA.  92025        760-743-8516 

SHEET METAL MINING 

www.sheetmetalmining.com 

Custom made gold recovery items 

 

Locally owed and operated by Al Freeman 

Member of Treasure Seekers of San Diego 

Encinitas,  CA. 
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CLASSIFIEDS FOR MEMBERS :  

For Sale - 

Desert Fox $200.00, used twice, paid $279.00, but will trade for recirculator. 

Contact Judy or Gene 

951-674-3207 

For Sale - 

Minelab Metal Detector “Explorer”.  Great Condition.  $550.00 

Contact Bill Edison 

760-754-1632 

For Sale - 

LDMA Membership.  Half price.  $2,000.00 

Contact Mary Jo Horn 

760-233-4005 

For Sale - 

L.D.M.A. Lifetime Membership - unable to use it anymore.  Offering it at $2,500.00. The 
price of a new membership is $3,750.00. 

Contact Harold Krogness 

253-531-1994 

E-Mail: hbkrogness@isp.com 

For Sale - 

Lifetime membership to L.D.M.A., current maintenance dues (2006) paid.  $2,400.00 
plus transfer fees. 

Michael Johnson 

E-Mail:  texas.michael@sbcglobal.net 

Wanted - 

German WWII Relics 

Badges, Medals, Edged Weapons, Pistols, Helmets, Flags 

Private Collector -    Bill Myers          760-500-2266 

For Sale - 

L.D.M.A. Lifetime Membership 

$1,200.00 

You Pay Transfer Fees 

Pam McDaniel Cell # 619-379-6470 

 

 

Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego welcomes the oppor-
tunity for it’s members to 
run free ad’s in the newslet-
ter. 

This is just a reminder that 
Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego does not endorse or 
guarantee any product sold 
or purchased through these 
ads.  

 That is strictly the buyers 
and sellers responsibility. 



 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

 

M ISSION STATEMENT :  

Publication of this Newsletter is courtesy of 

Inkwell Printing Co. 

760 East Valley Parkway 

Escondido,  CA.  92025 

    760-743-8681       760-747-8182 (Fax) 

Treasure Seekers Of San Diego County (T.S.S.) was officially organized on May 
21, 2003 when the election of officers was held.  We are a GPAA chapter.  Non 
GPAA members may attend meetings and participate in the raffle, but are not 
eligible to vote, hold office, be on the claims committee, or utilize GPAA 
claims.  The purpose of this organization is to provide an environment to in-
crease public awareness, with education and training, of locating, identification 
and legal removal of minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the 
preservation of the environment and wild habitat. 

Meetings are held at the Joslyn Senior Center 

210 Park Avenue, Escondido.  

 On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30—9:00 PM. 

 

Board Members: 
 
President:  Chester Nowicki  760-747-1165  CandHNow@aol.com 
Vice President:  Ray Wilkerson  760-598-6441  bwilkerson9@cox.net 
Recording Secretary: Sharon Crnkovic  760-746-9899  slcrnk@aol.com 
Treasurer:  Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Membership:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net 
Ways & Means:  Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Librarian   Gracie Armstrong  760-855-5978  Graciea1230@yahoo.com 
Claims:   Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Refreshments:  Susan Conner  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
Metal Detecting:  Frank Trutta  760-743-8516  scthfrank@yahoo.com 
   Ron Gonsalves   760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
   & Susan Conner 
Newsletter:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net  
Claims Guide:  Lee Crnkovic  760-746-9899  slcrnk@aol.com 
Director At Large:  Donna Brock  760-724-8276  brock.d@sbcglobal.net 
Director At Large:  Lew Eakman  951-699-0794  Lew@Tecula.com 
Director At Large:  Jim Mears  760-746-9698  JandCMears@netzero.net 
Director At Large:  Loren Raddatz  760-726-7397  Laraddatz@cox.net 
Director At Large:  Brad Redding  760-598-1030  macnet9@adelphia.net 
 
 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN 

DIEGO COUNTY 



 

 

 The year of 2006 has found Treasure Seekers of San Diego County pretty busy.  Not only have the 
monthly meetings gone on we have also done: 

January 20th to 22nd - GPAA Gold Show in Primm, NV. 

February 6th to 8th - Board Members to Stanton, AZ 

February 18th to 19th - Outing at Goffs, CA. 

March 18th to 19th - Outing at Hall of Fame Claim 

April 8th to 9th -  Outing to Freedom Claim 

April 21st to 23rd - GPAA Gold Show in Lancaster, CA. 

May 20th to 21st - Outing to Hall of Fame Claim 

June 7th - Meeting - A Farewell to Jim Hall 

June 10th - Booth - Jamual, CA. 

June 10th to 11th - Outing to Holcomb Valley 

July 1st - Website Established for TSS 

July 5th - Meeting - Chester Nowicki presides as new President 

July 8th - Panning Demo. At Children’s Museum in Escondido 

July 9th - Metal Detecting at Oceanside Harbor 

July 15th to 16th - Outing at Lytle Creek 

August 6th - Metal Detecting at La Jolla Shores 

August 19th - One Day Outing to Ready Relief Mine 

September 9th - Booth at Grape Day Park 

September 10th - Metal Detecting at Moonlight Beach 

September 16th to 17th - Outing to Holcomb Valley (cancelled) 

October 8th - Metal Detecting South of Oceanside Pier 

October 21st to 22nd - Outing at Freedom Claim 

October 21st to 22nd - Oktoberfest in Temecula (Corn Maze) 

October 29th - Booth at Fallback Festival in Gas Lamp Quarter 

November 5th - Metal Detecting at La Jolla Shores 

November 15th - Panning Demo. At Children’s Museum in Escondido 

November 23rd to 26th - Outing at Friendly Fox Claim 

November 29th - Work Party at the Nowicki’s 
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UPCOMING EVENTS :  

Saturday, December 9th: 

TSS Christmas Party. 

4:00 to 8:00 PM 

Potluck, Gift Exchange. 

1401 El Norte Parkway, San Marcos 

Flyer with additional information avail-
able on the back table. 

Sunday, December 10th: 

Metal Detecting. 

7:00 AM 

North of Oceanside Pier 

Saturday, Sunday, Monday, 
January 13th to 15th: 

Outing to Hall of Fame Claim 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
January 19th to 21st: 

G.P.A.A. Gold Show in Primm, NV. 

Buffalo Bill’s.  Reservation Code 
#SCG0117, deadline for code rate is 
01-02-2007. 

Don’t miss this one!  Great bargains, 
great buys!   

G IFT G IVING MONTHS ARE AHEAD 

Gift giving months are just up ahead.  What a better gift than to give someone you know a GPAA membership! 

You can obtain membership forms from Treasure Seekers (located at the back table) or go to GPAA’s website:  
www.goldprospectors.org 

Remember to write “Treasure Seekers of San Diego” in the “Chapter number” section, so that we receive credits for the 
membership.  Also when renewing your current membership. 

Every month, I come out and say how much we have got better than the last month.   Every month, it’s the truth and I 
don’t know when its going to slow down.  We just keep doing better and better. 

Frank Trutta has made this organization so much fun with the monthly beach metal detecting and more members are sign-
ing for his outings.  We did a gold panning demo at the Escondido Children’s Museum and all the junior panners got one 
of our new gold prospectors coloring books.  Bill and Charlene Myers were the wagon masters at the Thanksgiving outing 
at the Friendly Fox with almost twenty members.  Harriett and I couldn’t go because we were on the “baby watch” so we 
could become great grandparents.  Plus, a writer, Gary Warth, from the North County Times went along to the Thanks-
giving outing and wrote a two page article in this last Sunday’s paper.  Can you get any better than that?  

 Well, I guess it did.  We held a TSS Workshop at our house and seventeen members showed up to help put things to-
gether for our organization.  Counting Harriett and I, there were nineteen people who built dowsing rods, measured gold 
and packed bags of panning sand with this gold for the TSS to sell at the gold shows and other events.  The gold didn’t 
seem to last as long as I thought, so probably many bags have more than the  “usual amount.”  Plenty of gold for the price 
of the bag. 

We had two people donate gold prospecting items to the TSS.  I mentioned this at our last meeting.  We now have a four 
inch dredge, a highbanker, a Keene 151 drywasher, another smaller drywasher, a vac pack and other miscellaneous items.  
Now we need a member to hang onto all this stuff to loan to our group. 

When you read this, we will be having our December general meeting and everyone will be going home with a gift off of 
the table.  Our Christmas party will be the following Saturday and this will be our third for the TSS group.  Then we get 
ready for another new year of non-stop fun.  It’s continuous folks.  If you’re not having fun or you want to do something 
else on the outings, don’t forget to let us know.  Merry Christmas and a very happy New Year.   
           ~Sourdough Chet~ 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE :  
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Sue Conner, Richard Callahan, Jerry 
Duke, Donna Shout, Steve Heise, 
Nancy Hale, Tom Hale, Gary Warth 
(guest), Yoko Weideman-Riggs and 
Gary White. 

Wednesday, November 29th: 

TSS Work Party 

19 members in attendance: 

Carlos Yturralde, Charlie Freeman, 
Lee Crnkovic, Sharon Crnkovic, Ches-
ter Nowicki, Harriett Nowicki, Donna 
Brock, Ray Wilkerson, Gene Lepper, 
Judy Carpenter, Jim Mears, Carolyn 
Mears, Pat Gravel, Carlissa Gravel, 
Richard Gravel, Loren Raddatz, Lew 
Eakman, Charlene Myers and Tom 
Paulson 

NOVEMBER ’S MEETING W INNERS 

Gold Nugget Raffle Winners: David Rice, Dain Blackburn and Jerry Kaplan 

Door Prize Winner - Roy Stone 

50/50 Winner - Robert Cook 

Finds of the Month Winner - Jim Daugherty 

Saturday, Sunday and Monday, January 
13th through the 15th, TSS will be 
holding their monthly outing at the 
Hall of Fame Claim. 

Directions:  Take Hwy. I-15 to I-10 
East to the Cottonwood Springs & 
Mecca Road Exit (this is approximately 
50 miles past Palm Springs).  Go North 
on Cottonwood Springs Road for ap-
proximately 30 miles. 

This claim is located in a very remote 
area.  It is recommended for tent or 

vehicle camping. The last 20 miles to 
the claim is via dirt road, which at times 
can be washed out, depending on the 
rain for the season.  So a high clearance 
vehicle is suggested and at times a 4x4 
might be needed. 

There is NO services, NO water, NO 
nothing.  The nearest help and water is 
at the Cottonwood Springs Ranger Sta-
tion and Campground, which you pass 6 
miles north of I-10. 

Fine gold to nice nuggets have been 

found here.  Good for Drywashing and 
metal detecting. 

A potluck will be held Saturday night.  
Please bring a dish to share. 

As always, a common, night time fire 
will be held.  Firewood is always wel-
come. 

This claim is in the Old Dale/New Dale 
mining district that is rich in gold min-
ing history.  The area has many abandon 
mines and trails to explore.  Be Safe. 

HALL OF FAME OUTING 

OCTOBER ’S ATTENDANCE REPORT 

Bill Gillon. 

Wednesday, November 15th: 

Escondido Children’s Museum 

8 people in attendance: 

Chester Nowicki, Harriett Nowicki, 
Loren Raddatz, Jim Mears, Carolyn 
Mears, Ray Wilkerson, Donna Brock and 
Charlene Myers. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, November 23rd to 26th: 

Thanksgiving at Friendly Fox 

18 people in attendance: 

Brian Thomas, Laurna Mae, Richard 
Gravel, Pat Gravel, Carlissa Gravel, Bill 
Myers, Charlene Myers, Ron Gonsalves, 

Wednesday, November 1st - 

Chapter Meeting: 

56 Members in Attendance. 

2 New Members signed up  

Sunday, November 5th - 

Metal Detecting - La Jolla Shores 

22 people in attendance: 

Donna Brock, Ray Wilkerson, Ron 
Gonsalves, Sue Conner, Zee Trutta, 
Trish King, Terry King, Richard 
Gravel, Pat Gravel, Bonnie Monahan, 
Thomas Hale, Frank Trutta, Bruce 
Campbell (guest), Paul Drages (guest), 
Janet Kaplan, Jerry Kaplan, Roy Stone, 
Charlene Myers, Donna Shout, Steve 
Heise, Sharon Crnkovic, Joe Fritz and 
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Sales tax first went into effect in 1933 at a ¾% rate paid in round amounts of one cent on a dollar sale.  But the Legislature 
raised the rate to 2% (to make it easier to pay, it said) and adopted the use of tokens to pay fractions of tax on sales under 50 
cents.  The Utah State Tax Commission ordered two denominations: 1-mill and 5-mill.  On June 21, 1937, Utah bought its 
first carload of 70,000 aluminum tokens from Osborne Register Co., Cincinnati, Ohio to be put in circulation July 1.  The 1-
mill disk was a bit smaller than a dime; the 5-mill token slightly larger than a nickel. 

As the Salt Lake Tribune explained it, “The mill was the precise tax on a nickel purchase; the 5-mill on a quarter purchase.  A 
penny was the exact amount of tax on a 50 - cent sale, and the tokens were used to pay the correct tax on factional amounts.”  
Shoppers, for instance, buying an item for $2.65 paid 5 cents and 3 mills tax. 

Obviously tokens would be a world - class pain in the pocket.  Everyone would be carrying around a supply of aluminum as 
well as pennies, because business were required by law to collect the tax, much to the aggravation of the public.  Because Utah 
Gov. Henry Blood signed the sales tax bill into law, tokens quickly became known as “Blood Money”. 

The extra “small change” created a fashion oddity among Utah males; the coin purse.  From 1937 to the mid-1950s (and beyond 
by surviving senior-senior citizens today), this curious trend ordinarily consisted of the small rosette coin wallet or the larger 
snaplock leather pouch.  Rare was the man who was without such an accessory in which to store his daily horde of pennies, 
nickels, dimes, quarters, halves and those worthless blankety blank aluminum tokens!  The coin purse for men gradually faded 
from the scene when tokens were dropped in 1951. 

Why the interest in such a tell.  Well, one such 5-mill token was found by our very own members, Judy and Gene, while on a 
hunting trip in Utah.  The token was lying on the ground, uncovered by recent rains, in a old deer hunters campsite.  Located 
in Drywash Canyon, Antimony, Utah.  What a great find and a great piece of history! 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

 

CLAIMS GUIDE 

 

AVAILABLE FOR  

PURCHASE 

 

CONTRACT: 

LEE CRNKOVIC 

 First of a new year…….. 

Is the time to renew your dredge permit through the Department of Fish and 
Game.  Permits are only valid from January 1st to December 31st of each year. 

It is also the time of year to check to see if your Adventure Pass is still valid. 

The winter months are a good time to check on your equipment.  Does anything 
need fixing?  How are the batteries?  The engine?  Are all parts up and operating?  
No better time than now to get ready for a great gold and treasure hunting season! 

RAY ’S T IPS                   BY RAY W ILKERSON 

Don’t be impatient when trying to remove oxides from your gold nuggets.  Whether you are using Sudsy Ammonia, CLR, or 
nitric acid, give it time to work.  I will let it sit in the solution for a couple of weeks, shaking or agitating it now and then.  
Also you can use an ultrasonic vibrating machine (about $20.00 at Harbor Freight) with enough vinegar to cover the gold and 
a tablespoon of salt.  The cycle of these machines are about 3 minutes, so I keep pushing the button until the oxides come off. 

TSS  would like to thank Brian Thomas for his donation of “UnderSea Treasures” 
by National Geographic Society to the clubs library. 

This gift is  very much appreciated. 

UTAHNS PAID TAX IN “BLOOD MONEY” 
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On Sunday, December 3rd, I went to Oceanside just north of the pier.  The weather was a perfect short sleeve day, nice 
and sunny with very calm swells and there was a nice -1.4 low tide about 1:30 in the afternoon.  A made to order day with 
very few people.  I was very surprised to see nobody else was detecting. 

Pay attention to detail around you.  When you arrive at the beach always take a good look at the sand.  As you know by now 
I like to work the hard packed wet sand at low tide for a number of reasons.  First of all most detectors cannot handle a 
combination of salty water and the heavy mineralization out there.  Then most detectorist like to work the dry sand because 
it is easier to dig, most targets are new lost items and are fairly shallow or they physically cannot dig in the hard packed sand 
out near the surf for any length of time because it is a two hand job with the sand scoop - most of the time recovering targets 
eight to ten inches deep.  Plus the very low tides expose areas that were normally inaccessible. 

As I said, take a good look at the sand.  Is the sand a nice light color compared to the other patches on the beach?  Is it a 
darker dirty looking color with a few smaller rocks in it?  Is it wet or damp?  Are some patches higher or lower than others?  
Is the sand hard packed or fluffy under your feet?  Are there any cuts (berms) there?  Has the surf been calm or rough?  All 
of these things are clues on how the beaches move every day - they are always in motion.  The sands will give up its treas-
ures only if you are diligent enough to recognize the clues that are in plain sight. 

I made my test grids and settled on a dark and wet patch of sand that was very well compacted.  My third target was a  Black 
Hills Gold ring; I love to start out that way.  It ended up being the only gold that day.  This was a good patch, lots of junk 
targets.  I may find one or two lead sinkers but I found seventeen of them that day.  The detector was discriminating out a 
lot of ferris targets.  I was in a high target patch - which meant the sand was low, all of the light sand washed off - the ideal 
place to be looking. 

Next article I’ll explain what all the signs mean and how you can use them to your advantage and increase your recovery 
rate. 

   Do Your Homework. 

 

     HUNT SMART! 

SEARCHING THE BEACHES     BY FRANK TRUTTA 
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Happy Holiday Recipe 

 

Keep friends and family close at hand. 

Mix in laughter - sweet and grand! 

Blend with memories, aged to perfection, and season with only the purest affection. 

Top with warm wishes and serve with good cheer in generous helping throughout the New Year! 



 

 

M INER ’S COOKBOOK CORNER                      BY JUDY CARPENTER 

 

TIN PLATE SPECIAL 

(Pinto Beans with Golden Corn Bread) 

 

1 Pound Dried Pinto Beans 

8 Cups Water 

1 Ham Hock or ½ Cup Salt Pork Diced 

 

Check and sort dried beans for any stones or rocks and discard. 

In a large glass or plastic bowl cover the beans with water and soak overnight. 

The next day, drain the beans and transfer beans to a large cooking pot, add fresh water, ham hock or salt pork, simmer 
over medium to high heat about an hour, add salt, check water level and add hot water if necessary to maintain about a 2 

inch level above the beans.  Continue cooking for another 1 to 2 hours until beans are soft.  Salt again if desired. 

Optional Ingredients:  Tabasco sauce, canned tomatoes, onions, or other seasonings such as garlic salt. 

Makes 6 to 8 servings. 

 

***************************** 

Golden Corn Bread 

 

1 Cup Yellow Corn Meal 

1 Cup Sifted Enriched Flour 

¼ Cup Sugar (or less) 

½ teaspoon Salt 

4 teaspoons Baking Powder (Clabber Girl) 

1 Egg - Slightly Beaten 

1 Cup Buttermilk or Regular Whole Milk 

¼ Cup Shortening, soft, or Bacon Drippins’ 

In a medium to large bowl sift together dry ingredients, add egg, milk and shortening, mix until smooth batter (Do not 
over mix).  Bake in a greased 8 inch square pan, muffin tins or a cast iron skillet. 

Bake for 20 to 25 minutes at 425 degrees. 

Recipe can be doubled and baked a little longer.  Serve with honey for an extra treat. 

Yields approximately 9 servings 
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MEMBER PHOTO ’S 

CHAPTER MEETING - NOVEMBER 1ST 
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MEMBER PHOTO ’S 

 METAL DETECTING - LA JOLLA SHORES - NOVEMBER 5TH 
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ESCONDIDO CHILDREN ’S MUSEUM - NOVEMBER 15TH 

MEMBER PHOTO ’S 
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THANKSGIVING - FRIENDLY FOX CLAIM 

MEMBER PHOTO ’S 
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MEMBER PHOTO ’S 

TSS WORK PARTY - NOVEMBER 29TH 
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COLUMBIA METAL DETECTORS 

www.columbiametaldetectors.com 

Your one stop prospecting store 

Locally owed and operated by Frank Trutta 

Member of Treasure Seekers of San Diego 

 

     760 East Valley Parkway 

     Escondido,  CA.  92025        760-743-8516 

SHEET METAL MINING 

www.sheetmetalmining.com 

Custom made gold recovery items 

 

Locally owed and operated by Al Freeman 

Member of Treasure Seekers of San Diego 

Encinitas,  CA. 
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CLASSIFIEDS FOR MEMBERS :  

For Sale - 

Desert Fox $200.00, used twice, paid $279.00, but will trade for recirculator. 

Contact Judy or Gene 

951-674-3207 

For Sale - 

Minelab Metal Detector “Explorer”.  Great Condition.  $550.00 

Contact Bill Edison 

760-754-1632 

For Sale - 

LDMA Membership.  Half price.  $2,000.00 

Contact Mary Jo Horn 

760-233-4005 

For Sale - 

L.D.M.A. Lifetime Membership - unable to use it anymore.  Offering it at $2,500.00. The 
price of a new membership is $3,750.00. 

Contact Harold Krogness 

253-531-1994 

E-Mail: hbkrogness@isp.com 

For Sale - 

Lifetime membership to L.D.M.A., current maintenance dues (2006) paid.  $2,400.00 
plus transfer fees. 

Michael Johnson 

E-Mail:  texas.michael@sbcglobal.net 

Wanted - 

German WWII Relics 

Badges, Medals, Edged Weapons, Pistols, Helmets, Flags 

Private Collector -    Bill Myers          760-500-2266 

For Sale - 

L.D.M.A. Lifetime Membership 

$1,200.00 

You Pay Transfer Fees 

Pam McDaniel Cell # 619-379-6470 

 

 

Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego welcomes the oppor-
tunity for it’s members to 
run free ad’s in the newslet-
ter. 

This is just a reminder that 
Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego does not endorse or 
guarantee any product sold 
or purchased through these 
ads.  

 That is strictly the buyers 
and sellers responsibility. 



 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

 

M ISSION STATEMENT :  

Publication of this Newsletter is courtesy of 

Inkwell Printing Co. 

760 East Valley Parkway 

Escondido,  CA.  92025 

    760-743-8681       760-747-8182 (Fax) 

Treasure Seekers Of San Diego County (T.S.S.) was officially organized on May 
21, 2003 when the election of officers was held.  We are a GPAA chapter.  Non 
GPAA members may attend meetings and participate in the raffle, but are not 
eligible to vote, hold office, be on the claims committee, or utilize GPAA 
claims.  The purpose of this organization is to provide an environment to in-
crease public awareness, with education and training, of locating, identification 
and legal removal of minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the 
preservation of the environment and wild habitat. 

Meetings are held at the Joslyn Senior Center 

210 Park Avenue, Escondido.  

 On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30—9:00 PM. 

 

Board Members: 
 
President:  Chester Nowicki  760-747-1165  CandHNow@aol.com 
Vice President:  Ray Wilkerson  760-598-6441  bwilkerson9@cox.net 
Recording Secretary: Sharon Crnkovic  760-746-9899  slcrnk@aol.com 
Treasurer:  Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Membership:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net 
Ways & Means:  Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Librarian   Gracie Armstrong  760-855-5978  Graciea1230@yahoo.com 
Claims:   Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Refreshments:  Susan Conner  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
Metal Detecting:  Frank Trutta  760-743-8516  scthfrank@yahoo.com 
   Ron Gonsalves   760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
   & Susan Conner 
Newsletter:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net  
Claims Guide:  Lee Crnkovic  760-746-9899  slcrnk@aol.com 
Director At Large:  Donna Brock  760-724-8276  brock.d@sbcglobal.net 
Director At Large:  Lew Eakman  951-699-0794  Lew@Tecula.com 
Director At Large:  Jim Mears  760-746-9698  JandCMears@netzero.net 
Director At Large:  Loren Raddatz  760-726-7397  Laraddatz@cox.net 
Director At Large:  Brad Redding  760-598-1030  macnet9@adelphia.net 
 
 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN 

DIEGO COUNTY 


