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MARK YOUR  

  CALENDAR ~ 

 

• Sunday, August 5th 

7:00 AM 

Metal Detecting Outing 

Mission Beach 

San Diego 

 

• Outing 

August 18th & 19th 

Lytle Creek 

GPAA Claim # CA-76 

Middle Fork #1-3 
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Lytle Creek has been the scene of considerable gold mining excitement in the past.  
Named for a Mormon, Andrew Lytle, who settled in San Bernardino in 1851.  It 
has produced over a million dollars in gold, according to reports.  The gold was all 
placer, being found in both the recent stream gravels of the creek and in the older 
terrace deposits on both sides of the creek bed.  At one time, there were claims run-
ning all the way from the mouth of the canyon to the headwaters of the creek high 

on the east slope of Mount Baldy. 

The first gold was discovered in the creek gravels in May of 1864.  One of the first 
men to mine the deposits was a man known as Abbot.  Abbot later killed a man 

named Keir, who Abbot said had tried to jump his claim. 

The placers were predominately hand-worked until 1867, when the Hardpending 
Company, under the directions of a Mr. Winder, began hydraulic operations in the 
canyon.  The hydraulic operations they worked were in an area called Texas Point.  
Look on your left as you enter the mouth of the canyon.  You can still see the scars 
left by the giant hoses.  Hydraulic mining continued until almost 1880, with reports 
of two thousand dollars a week in gold being recovered from the gravels.  A dis-
pute with the placer miners of the Creek over the large amount of water used by 
the company may have caused its demise.  At least one killing is said to have oc-

curred during the dispute. 

There was an item in an old newspaper clipping years ago that someone had found 
a rich lode in the Canyon.  It was said to have contained gold, silver and platinum 

in large quantity.  Whatever happened to the man or the mine is unknown. 

At Keene Engineering is a piece of ore being displayed that assayed out at thirty-
five thousand dollars a ton.  It is rust colored with some grey, and it resembles 

something like slag.  This good ore came from Lytle Creek. 

The gravels on the walls of the canyon will hold the most gold.  There is a theory 
that a large river ran from the north clear to the Gulf of Mexico and flowed over 
what are now the Sierra Nevada, San Gabriel, and San Bernardino Mountains.  Re-
cently, a man claimed to have traced this ancient riverbed into the nearby Cajon 
Pass.  The ancient river is called the Big Blue, from the color of the quartz gravels 
containing the gold found in it.  So far, only about sixty miles of it have been dis-
covered and worked, and that sixty miles has paid over three million dollars a mile.  

If you can locate a portion of it, you will indeed be fortunate. 



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS :  

Sunday, August 5th: 

Metal Detecting Outing 

7:00 AM 

Mission Beach, San Diego  

 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE :  
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As I sit here looking at the calendar of the past month, it has been many months since Harriett and I have been on 

an outing.  Not that we have not wanted to be there.  We both are getting back on our feet again. 

We did make it to the Picnic Meeting at Dixon Lake and that was one of the best times ever.  We had close to sixty 
members show up and picnic.  It was just like intermission at our regular meetings.  You got to sit around and yak 
with other members.  We had a metal detecting contest with great prizes. We had good food and good company.  
We also had the outing at the East Fork of the San Gabriel River.  There was a good turnout and some fine gold 
and some pickers.  Some of our members go up there quite often and they are still coming back with good looking 

gold.  It’s a place worth continued trips.  I hear the best time is during the week and not on the weekend. 

We’re going to do Lytle Creek the month of August.  Now last year, we stayed at the Bonita Ranch Campground 
up there.  Ray Wilkerson talked the board members into getting this Gold Grabber machine and wants to use it for 
a common dig.  All you have to supply is the man/woman power.  Location information is in the GPAA Claims 

Guide. 

We still have a lot planned for the rest of the year so you need to come to the meetings to see what’s going on.  We 
put out a schedule of events at the first of the year but the full details are discussed at the meetings and new items 
just keep popping up.  I get calls all the time from organizations that want us to bring our fun to their events.  The 
GPAA offices get calls asking for local organizations that put on our activities.  The GPAA gives them our phone 
number.  This is where you, the members, come in.  We have folks who just want to have fun.  We don’t run this 
organization by the seat of our pants.  We just stay ready for the next fun go around.  You gotta come to the meet-

ings to get the latest information.  

        ~Sourdough Chet~ 

 Dates to Remember for the Month of August - 

  Sunday, August 5th - Last Quarter of Moon 

    Sunday, August 12th - New Moon 

      Monday, August 20th - First Quarter of Moon 

        Tuesday, August 28th - Full Moon 

Saturday and Sunday, 

August 18th & 19th: 

Outing 

Lytle Creek (Middle Fork #1-3) 

Wednesday, September 5th: 

6:30 PM 

Joslyn Senior Center 

Escondido, CA 

Gold Bags 

$6.00  per bag 

T.S.S. sells bags of gold 
concentrates. This is a 
great way to practice 
your panning skills plus 

save on gas money! 

Get yours today! 

The current format of the T.S.S. Newsletter is one year old this month! 

A BIG ‘Thank You” to all that have helped make it what it is today - your input means a lot. 



 

 

JULY ’S MEETING W INNERS 

Gold Nugget Raffle Winners: Gene Lepper, Gene Lepper (again!) and Lori Otto 

Door Prize Winner: Jeff Wark 

50/50 Winner: Donna Brock 

Finds of the Month Winner: Not held. 

Quarterly Attendance Gold Nugget Drawing - Big “C”  Charlie Freeman 

August 18th and 19th will find 
T.S.S. at Lytle Creek, otherwise 
known as, Middle Fork #1-3 in the 

GPAA mining guide, page CA-76. 

Middle Fork #1-3 is a DAY USE 
ONLY claim.  Camping is avail-
able at the Bonita Ranch Camp-
ground, just minutes away from 

the claim. 

Bonita Ranch Campground accom-
modates tent, vehicle and RV 
camping.  They have shade trees 
and beautiful grassy areas to help 
keep the area cool during the day-

time. 

The claim itself is in a very shaded 
area of the river. And there is a 
slight walk down to the river from 

the parking area. 

Reports of fine to medium flakes 
and occasionally small pickers.  The 
claim allows year round panning, 
sluicing, dredging and Highbank-
ing.  Be sure to bring your dry-

washer to work the banks. 

T.S.S. is the proud owner of a 
GOLD GRABBER and will host a 
common dig.  This is where every-
one that works, gets a part of the 

take.   

Ray Wilkerson will be the Wagon 
Master and the Coordinator of the 
Common Dig.  Please see Ray to 

sign the sign in sheet for credits. 

A potluck will be held on Saturday 
night at the campground.  Please 
bring a dish to share for 8 to 10 peo-

ple. 

Remember to stop by the Ranger 
Station to pick up a Administration 
Pass or to display your Adventure 

Pass while on the claim. 

A handout will be available at the 
back table for information regarding  

Bonita Ranch Campground. 

OUTING INFORMATION :  

JUNE ’S ATTENDANCE REPORT 

Wednesday, July 7th: 

Chapter Meeting and Picnic 

54 members in attendance. 

3 new members 

5 children in attendance 

Sunday, July 8th: 

Metal Detecting Outing - North Of O’side Pier 

11 members in attendance. 

John Howe, Betty Sutton, Bea Hamman, Dain Black-
burn and son, Frank Trutta, Zee Trutta, Charlene 
Myers, Pat Roycroft, Al Ockert, Bonnie Monahan and 

Donna Brock. 
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Saturday and Sunday, July 21st & 22nd: 

East Fork River, San Gabriel Mountains 

21 Members in attendance 

4 Guests 

Karon & Richard Callahan, Eric Neptune, Yoko Wei-
demann-Riggs, Jerry & Connie Duke, Frank & Gay 
Huberts, John Livsey, Doug & Sheryl Williams, Robert 
& Karen Cook, Randy Oyler & guest, Walter, Terry & 
Trish King with 3 guests from Germany, Diane & John 

Howe, Steve Heise and Donna Shout. 



 

 

The members of the Coin Shooters of San Diego have been doing a real good job of cleaning the beaches of 
plenty of goodies ranging from knives, gold rings, gold bracelets, earrings, silver rings, silver chains, silver 

coins from Sand Diego lots, buttons, MRE’s and a wide range of miscellaneous items.  

 Most of the items were found up on the dry sand so just about any detector will work up there. 

The wet sand is more difficult since we have not had the low tides in the daylight hours nor the wave action to 
remove sand off of the beach.  Summertime sand is usually deposited on the beach burying targets out of the 

detector’s range.  

I hunted Oceanside for three hours and found 87 coins ($6.06) and a small silver ring.  Most of my finds were 

on the slope just before the real wet sand.  Do your testing to located the hot spots then grid. 

     Hunt Smart! 

SEARCHING THE BEACHES     BY FRANK M. TRUTTA 
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T.S.S. has NEW Membership Applications as of January 2007.  Have you filled one out? 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 

If you were born in the month of August - 

Your flower is:  Gladiolus, Poppy  Your stone is: Sardonyx, Peridot, Diamond, Jade, Sapphire 

Your meaning is: Friendship, Conjugal, Felicity  Your colors are: Orange, Red and Light Green 

Diamond: Of the traditional type, a colorless stone is most valuable, although colored diamonds are also very 

costly, but extremely rare: the fewer inclusions, the more value it has.  Can be chipped or crack. 

Again I say, CLASSIFY… CLASSIFY…. CLASSIFY!  It’s easy to get the pickers, 
but the bulk of gold will be fines.  You need all the help you can get.  Classify is 

your best help. 

Are available for purchase (around $5.00) from Ray Wilkerson, Vice President. 

Get yours ordered today! 

Are available for purchase (cash or check) for $87.00 per kit.  These are the exact same kits that you get from 

GPAA - we just save you the shipping and handling costs (about $16.00 value) 

T.S.S. also sells small mining equipment and TSS Claims Guides ($10.00 each).  Please see Lee Crnkovic for 

RAY ’S T IPS     BY RAY W ILKERSON 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO NAME TAGS 

GPAA MEMBERSHIP K ITS  



 

 

M INER ’S COOKBOOK CORNER                      BY JUDY CARPENTER 
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AUGUST HEAT 

 

There’s still plenty of summer left and time to enjoy those family reunions, bar-b-ques, picnics, outdoor activities 
and camping adventures.  With all these activities going on, kids and adults alike need to replenish their energy 

while playing hard and what’s more easier than a snack on the run.  The answer might be TRAIL MIX. 

It’s quick and easy to make.  It can be nutritious, healthy, filling, energizing and a personalizable treat for every-

one. 

By mixing and matching your favorite dried fruits, a few nuts and some other ingredients of your choosing, you 
can have a batch of trail mix ready to go in a matter of minutes for each member of the family.  It’s fun and easy 
for the kids to make a personal batch and they’ll enjoy eating what they’ve made while on those long drives, or as 
a snack between meals.  It’s a great way to use up little tid bits of boxed cereal, (not enough for 1 bowl), a hand-
ful of nuts and a few leftover dried fruit pieces.  Make as little or as much as you want.  Make it plain or spicy.  
There is no right or wrong to this recipe.  Pick 6 to 8 items from the list below, to get you started, using about 1/2 

cup of each. 

 

Personalized Trail Mix 

  Dried Fruits such as -  

    Apricots, Banana chips, Cranberries, Pineapple, Apples,  

    Chopped Dates, Raisins, Coconut 

  Nuts and Seeds such as -  

    Almonds, Cashews, Mixed Peanuts, Sunflower Seeds,  

    Pumpkin Seeds, Pine Nuts, Walnuts 

  Optional Ingredients -  

    Pretzels, Carob Chips, M & M’s, Miniature Marshmallows,  

    Goldfish crackers, boxed cereals like Rice, Corn, Wheat Chex, 

     Crispix cereal, Frosted Mini Wheats, Fruit Loops, Granola,  

    Popped Corn, bagged Chow Mein Noodles,  

    (I do not recommend chocolate chips as they melt). 

  For Seasoning your mix -  

   Use 1/3 to 1/2 butter, melted, 4 1/2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce, 1/2 tsp. each, cayenne pep-

per, garlic powder, chili powder, onion powder, or 1 oz. Hidden Valley Ranch dressing mix.  

 On a sheet pan in a single layer place your mix and toss until coated with the mixture.  Bake in a low heat over 

(200 degrees), for about 1 to 1 1/2 hours.  Cool and store in tightly covered container. 

 

Just remember the more salty you make it, the more thirsty you are going to be. 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :               JULY CHAPTER MEETING & P ICNIC 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :                  JULY METAL DETECTING 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :                               EAST FORK OUTING 
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READING AND WORKING A R IVER    

STUDY your river carefully before you start to work. 

Take time to visualize the flood-stage and to imagine the course the river would have taken then.  Build a picture 

in your mind of the imaginary high-water line and try to “see” where the gold would have settled out. 

Remember that after swift water, gold will “fall out” at about a 45 degree angle. 

At sharp bens in the river, it will drop on the inside curve where the flow is slower and the pressure of the current 

eases. 

Look on either side of a huge tree root that may have reached the water during high-flood stages: and along sand 

bars where the pebbles are the largest. 

Old-timers know that the largest pebbles are the heaviest, that they drop out sooner than others: that gold (being 
heaviest of all) will then fall-out with the heaviest rocks.  Coarse gold sinks fastest and first: finer gold is carried 

farther. 

Watch for a sand-laden “cove” which is downstream from some high, protruding bedrock or hue boulders.  Both 
the bedrock and the boulders could have acted as obstacles and caused the current to slow down enough to all the 

gold to drop onto the sand. 

Occasionally, clues will tell where the original course of a river flowed.  Wherever the current slowed down, its 
burden of sand would settle quickly.  After a bar is started, each year more water would be slowed down at that 
point until gradually the sand bar would build up enough to force the river to take the easier path and move around 

it. 

When this has occurred, gold can be found by digging in the old river-course at the upstream end of the bar. 

As you walk along sand bars, watch for arcs of black sand (there will be gold near it), or roll over large boulders 
(did where they have been), or if the boulders are too big…. GREAT!.... Dig under the downstream side of them.  
When they were under water, rushing water would have swirled around the sides to form a small eddy which 

would have slowed the action of the current and, therefore, dropped gold. 

Watch for depressions containing the debris of old cans, rusty iron, nails, and/or lead weights (the kind fisherman 
use).  Any one, or all of these can be a clue to the action of an earlier current and is an indication of a natural re-

ceptacle for the heaviest of all: GOLD! 

Take time to test out an area before settling down to a day’s work.  A fast check can be made by starting with grass 
that during flood time had been under water.  Pull a clump from the ground and carefully catch all the soil that 
clings and place all in a pail of water.  Work the sand and gravel loose by rubbing, squeezing, pulling apart and 

dowsing up and down until the grass blades are free. 

Pan this “sample” out and you will be surprised at the amount…. and the size… of the pebbles and gold which had 

become embedded around and within the roots. 

If there is “color”, there’s more gold around and you have a place to begin. 

As you begin to find “dust” or “flour” gold and hope to find larger nuggets, try moving upstream.  Remember?  

Coarse gold drops out...first: Finer gold is carried farther. 

Keep the properties of gold uppermost in your mind as you study the river and while working: 

  It is more than 3 times heavier than the bland sand it is found with. 

  It “falls out” after swift water has slowed down. 

  It works its way down through the overburden, and it is always close to bedrock. 
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COLUMBIA METAL DETECTORS 

www.columbiametaldetectors.com 

Your one stop prospecting store 

Locally owed and operated by Frank Trutta 

Member of Treasure Seekers of San Diego 

 

     760 East Valley Parkway 

     Escondido,  CA.  92025        760-743-8516 

Club Embroider Shirts 

Steve Berdan 

TSS Member 

4823 Windjammer Way 

Carlsbad, CA. 92008 

760-729-0246 

steve.berdan@nationalds.net 
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CLASSIFIEDS FOR MEMBERS :  

Selling - 

Black tubular ‘running boards’.  Came off at the dealership on a new 2004 Ford 
Escape, but should fit on other vehicles.  Never used.    Asking $200.00  (a 

$450.00 value)    

Call 760-439-8521  Charlene 

Selling - 

1956 Utility trailer.  4 foot by 6 foot.  Current registration.  Towed beautifully 
behind a 1973 Bronco!  Metal Frame and wood sides with stretch metal tailgate. 
Tires are 165 R 15 and it is built on a Volkswagen axel.  Has an existing flat 4 

wiring harness. 

Asking $500.00         Call 760-439-8521  Charlene. 

Selling -  

Measuring Wheel, used for measuring distance on the ground. Contractors. 

Asking $40.00  obo Call 760-432-8533  Jeff 

Selling - 

1989 Jeep Wrangler, Hard Top, 4x4, Custom wheels & tires, recent smog, current 
license good till April 2008, clean outside, needs minor inside repairs.  Café’ Mo-

cha over Brown. Can be seen in Wildomar, CA. 

Asking $4,000.00  Call 909-208-4307   Gene 

Selling - 

1988 Ford Airex-Rexhall Motor home.  28 footer. 460 engine.  32,000 org. miles. 
Beige and Oak inside - very nice.  Queen size bed, full bathroom, microwave, TV, 
generator, lots of space and windows.  All new tires, Front & rear shocks, new 
brakes, tune-up, tranny serviced, all new belts, hoses & pulley’s and much, much 
more.  Currently smogged and registered.  Outside is a light brown and white, 

which does have some oxidation.  No damage to outside or in. 

Asking $6,500.00  obo  Call 760-722-3119   Bob 

Selling - 

Apprx. 15” custom ore grinder with electric motor - grinds your ore for assaying - 
holds about 10 pounds.  Apprx. 40” Sluice box & associated gasoline driven water 
pump & engine.  Two small gasoline engine driven water pumps, 1600GPH each. 
Med. Size Oxy/acetylene torch set & associated equipment for home assaying.  
Apprx. 15” Hand fed sluice box.  Drywasher & blower assembly.  30 years + An-
tique rebuilt Brigs & Stratton gas engine - runs like new.  Hydrochloric & Nitric 
acid for assaying.  Each of these prospecting items can be taken to the prospecting 

site or used at home, ready for use.  Please call for prices. 

Call  760-941-8231   John Between the hours of 10 AM and 7 PM 

 

Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego welcomes the oppor-
tunity for it’s members to 
run free ad’s in the newslet-
ter. 

This is just a reminder that 
Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego does not endorse or 
guarantee any product sold 
or purchased through these 
ads.  

 That is strictly the buyers 
and sellers responsibility. 



 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

 

M ISSION STATEMENT :  

Publication of this Newsletter is courtesy of 

Inkwell Printing Co. 

760 East Valley Parkway 

Escondido,  CA.  92025 

    760-743-8681       760-747-8182 (Fax) 

Treasure Seekers Of San Diego County (T.S.S.) was officially organ-
ized on May 21, 2003 when the election of officers was held.  We are a 
GPAA chapter.  Non GPAA members may attend meetings and partici-
pate in the raffle, but are not eligible to vote, hold office, be on the 
claims committee, or utilize GPAA claims.  The purpose of this organi-
zation is to provide an environment to increase public awareness, with 
education and training, of locating, identification and legal removal of 
minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the preservation 

of the environment and wild habitat. 

Meetings are held at the Joslyn Senior Center 

210 Park Avenue, Escondido.  

 On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30—9:00 PM. 

 

Board Members: 

 
President:  Chester Nowicki  760-747-1165  CandHNow@aol.com 
Vice President:  Ray Wilkerson  760-598-6441  bwilkerson9@cox.net 
Recording Secretary: Sharon Crnkovic  760-746-9899  slcrnk@aol.com 
Treasurer:  Lee Crnkovic  760-519-7757  slcrnk@aol.com 
Membership:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net 
Ways & Means:  Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Librarian  Donna Brock  760-724-8276  brock.d@sbcglobal.net 
Claims:   Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@aol.com 
Refreshments:  Sue Conner  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
   Ron Gonsalves  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
Metal Detecting:  Frank Trutta  760-743-8516  scthfrank@yahoo.com 
Newsletter:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net  
Claims Guide:  Lee Crnkovic  760-746-9899  slcrnk@aol.com 
Equipment Manager: Kent Donalson  760-415-3515  kentsride@yahoo.com 
Director At Large: Lew Eakman  951-699-0794  Lew@Tecula.com 
Director At Large: Jim Mears  760-746-9698  JandCMears@netzero.net 
Director At Large: Loren Raddatz  760-726-7397  Laraddatz@cox.net 
Past President:  Jim Hall 
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