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MARK YOUR  

  CALENDAR ~ 

 

• Metal Detecting 

Sunday, August 10th 

7:00 AM 

South of Oceanside Pier 

 

•  Outing 

Saturday and Sunday 

August 16th & 17th 

Holcomb Valley 

 Campground 

Big Bear Mountains 

INIIINSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

ISSUE: 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 2 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2 

OUTING INFORMATION 3 

SEARCHING THE BEACHES 6 

M INER ’S COOKBOOK 5 

MEMBERS PHOTOS 7-9 

CLASSIFIED AD ’S 11 

William F. Holcomb made the long trip from Indiana to the mining towns of Northern 
California in hopes that he would get lucky.  However, things did not go as  advertised, so 
he moved on to Los Angeles.  He heard that there might be gold in Big Bear Valley, but he 
was not sure how to get there. 

After asking around he finally found someone who knew where the valley was.  Holcomb 
followed the directions and he arrived in the valley in 1859.  “Starvation Flat” and “Poverty 
Flat”  were where the other miners were and they were averaging $5.00 per day, hence the 
name, which is know today as Stanfield Cutoff, just above Big Bear Blvd. 

Holcomb and his partner, Jack Martin, were both sad that they had not found gold, so Mar-
tin  returned to his family in L.A..  Holcomb decided to stay and hunt bears for food.  Hol-
comb shot a bear, wounding it.  Holcomb decided to follow the wounded bear.  As he was 
tracking the injured animal, he passed by a quartz ledge flecked generously with gold.  The 
word got out and the rush was on.  By summer, 1860, Holcomb Valley was thick with 
prospectors.  The mining site became known as “Last Chance Placer” and the population 
was estimated around 1400 people in 1861. 

Soon after, the miners raised $1,500.00 to build a wagon road from Holcomb Valley to the 
old toll road in Cajon Pass.  Mr. Jed Van Duesen was asked to build the road.  Once the 
road was finished, machinery and lumber were able to be brought into the valley much 
more easily.  It took 27 days to move the first quartz mill’s 8,000 pound boiler from Los 
Angeles to Holcomb Valley.  This road is known today as “Van Duesen Canyon Road” 
which you can travel on in Big Bear City. 

At “Last Chance Placer”, the miners worked the ground at this site to within a few feet of 
bedrock.  Dirt and gravel was moved by horse or burro to rockers, which were crude 
gravel washers.  Rockers were built close to man-made snow ponds, which held the runoff 
from snow, providing water for washing the gravel.  Holcomb and other miners removed 
an average of 3 pounds of gold daily from this area.  When all of the gold from the  Last 
Chance Placer was taken, they attempted to find the “Mother Lode” by building a shaft.  
However, this was abandoned when the shaft was flooded with large amounts of water.  
The Mother Lode or source of the gold in the area has never been found. 

The gold rush in Holcomb Valley lasted about 10 years, from 1860 to 1870.  Later gold 
was found in the east end of Holcomb Valley and a stamp mill was built at the edge of a cliff 
on “Gold Mountain”.  The Gold Mountain stamp mill ran for approximately 20 years when 
it was soon found that it cost more to get the gold than it was actually worth. 

In 1875, Holcomb returned to the valley one last time.  He could never have guessed that 
when he  shouldered his rifle to hunt bear in 1860, he would precipitate the largest Gold 
Rush in Southern California. 



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS :  

 

Thursday, August 7th: 

1:00 PM 

Board Meeting 

Madrid Manor Mobile Home 

Park,  Escondido 

 

Sunday, August 10th: 

Metal Detecting 

7:00 AM 

South Side of Oceanside Pier 

 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE :  
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We had our second TSS picnic and everyone said it was great.  A large turnout again, even if it was so close to 
July fourth.  We had plenty of room for all the activities but there were other groups waiting to take our space after 
we left.  We had horseshoe games, metal detecting hunts and gold panning contests.  We’re gonna do it again next 

year. 

A lot of our members are coming back from the Grass Valley Grizzly Creek area now.  They were panning, sluic-
ing and dredging on Richard Gravels property.  From the photos taken and sent over here, they are doing great.  I 
seen a lotta gold in those pans.  Much more than we did last year.  According to Richard, they ran into a good 
streak on the side of the hill next to the creek.  From the photo’s, I could recognize Kent Donaldson, Randy Oyler, 
Big “C” and Carmen, Frank Huberts and Gay, Jean Neely, Yoko, Jerry Duke and Matt, Richard Gravel and his 
granddaughter.  There were more, but I couldn’t make them out in the pictures.  According to Big “C”, they found 

Blake Sanford and a group dredging nearby at Tyler Foote Crossing. 

We had an outing planned for the East Fork of the San Gabriel River but there was no wagonmaster so I don’t 
know if anyone went or not.  We try to plan them, but we can’t always guarantee a wagonmaster.  It’s an easy job.  

All you hafta do is go, take names, and maybe some pictures for the newsletter. 

Next month is the Holcomb Valley trip.  Our plans are to stay at the Holcomb Valley Campground and prospect at 
one or all of the GPAA claims.  We’ve got the Holcomb Gold, Goodnight Irene and the Gold Mountain claims.  

We’ve also got the “Self Guided Tour” on the old Big Bear Gold Fever Trail. 

We’ll talk about it at the meeting, but basically you can camp in tents, trailers and Motorhomes.  Pit toilets, no wa-

ter.  You may get water in Big Bear at the Ranger Station.  Beautiful place up in the pines. 

Frank Trutta got a write up in the local newspaper.  He was asked to try and find a $10,000.00 diamond ring some 
lady had lost at the beach.  He found it, got a reward and big hug from the lady and a standing ovation from the 

beach crowd.  Maybe we should be huntin the beaches more than the mountains and deserts. 

        ~Sourdough Chet~  

 

Saturday and Sunday, August 

16th and 17th: 

Outing 

Holcomb Valley Campground 

GPAA Claims 

Big Bear Mountains. 

T.S.S. 

Mining Claims Guide 

Available for  

Purchase 

$10.00 per guide 

Please see: 

Lee Crnkovic 



 

 

MAY MEETING W INNERS 
Gold Nugget Raffle Winners:  Gene Lepper, Jacob Fogleman (Laura Doughtery’s Nephew) & Frank Huberts 

Door Prize Winner:  Lee Crnkovic 

50/50 Winner:  Mike Michalski 

Finds of the Month Winner - Gold/Prospecting:  Gene Lepper 

Finds of the Month Winner - Metal Detecting:   John Howe 

Finds of the Month Winner - Minerals:   Frank Huberts 

Grand Prize Winner -  Not Yet! 

Quarterly Attendance Winner:  Bill Limbeck 

JUNE ’S ATTENDANCE REPORT 

Wednesday, July 2nd: 

Chapter Meeting  

72 people in attendance. 

2 new members 

 

Sunday, July 6th: 

Metal Detecting 

12 people in attendance. 

Diane and John Howe, Jim Varonfakis, Gene Oliver, 
Charlene and Bill Myers, Ben and Wanda Girton, 

Robert Cook, Evelyn, Frank and Zee Trutta. 
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UP COMING OUTING              HOLCOMB VALLEY CAMPGROUND  

Holcomb Valley Campground is lo-
cated at local roads 3N16 and 3N09.  
Please see Lee for maps of this area 
and handouts are available at the 

back table. 

Cost is $12.00 per night and half 
price ($6.00) for Gold Age pass 
holders.  $5.00 for a second car, so 
two tents and two autos could camp 

for $11.00 per night. 

Pets are permitted, but MUST be 

leashed at all times. 

There is a Campground Host on site. 

Sites are on a first come basis. 

If you wish to camp at the min-
ing site(s), it is for tent and in-
vehicle camping only.  NO 
open fires and you must have a 
fire permit to operate a propane 
stove (obtainable at the Ranger 

Station). 

A potluck will be held on Satur-
day night.  Please bring a dish 

to share. 

Firewood is always welcome 

for the evening fires. 

Saturday, July 5th: 

2nd Annual Picnic 

Approximately 50 to 60 members and 

their families attended. 

 

Saturday, July 19th: 

Outing 

East Fork - San Gabriel Mountains 

1 member in attendance. 

Don LaFollette 

 

Saturday and Sunday, August 16th and 
17th will find TSS at the GPAA claim 
known as “Holcomb Gold”, number 

CA-59 in the GPAA Claim guide. 

Treasure Seekers “Official” camp site 
will be at the Holcomb Valley Camp-
ground.  This is where the ‘sign in’ 
sheet will be located.  This camp-
ground has approximately 18 spaces 
for tents, in-vehicle camping and RV’s.  
This is NO water available at this site.  
There are some tables, fire rings and 
vault toilets.  Fires are permitted in the 
fire rings only. No Adventure Pass is 

needed to stay here. 



 

 

Treasure Seekers of San Diego has some nice, useable items that can be rented to the members. 

This is a great way to try out a piece of equipment before you go and buy it. 

We have a dredge, a drywasher, sluices, and other gold hunting items. 

Contact Kent Donalson to arrange for use of the equipment. 

It’s fast.      It’s free.    

What a deal!       

EQUIPMENT RENTAL 
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If you were born in the month of August - 

 

Your flower is:  Gladiolus, Poppy          Your stone is:  Sardonyx, Peridot, Diamond, Jade  

Your meaning is: Friendship, Conjugal, Felicity       Your colors are:  Orange, Red and Light Green 

 

Jade: Emerald-green shade is the most valuable color: make sure stones have not been dyed to enhance color: 

more valuable if semitransparent and inclusion-free when illuminated from underneath. 

TSS name tags are available for purchase from Ray Wilkerson, 1st Vice President.  The cost is $5.00 per tag. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TSS shirts and other apparel with the TSS logo is available from Steve Berdan.  You pick the shirt or hat and 
what logo you would like on it.  You can contact Steve at the meetings or through the website or phone number 

listed on page 10. 

TSS NAME TAGS AND CLUB SHIRTS WITH LOGO ’S 

GRAND PRIZE  

Tickets can be purchased for the Grand Prize of a Garrett Ace 250 Deluxe Metal Detector with two coils. 

Have you gotten your tickets? 

TSS CLAIM MARKERS 

TSS has quite a few claims of it’s own. 

During this years outings to the various claims.  The corner posts are being replaced with steel fence posts that are 

painted white with black lettering on them stating the club name and what corner it is (ex: NW or SE). 

This is to help clarify our claims. 



 

 

M INER ’S COOKBOOK CORNER                      BY JUDY CARPENTER 
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Summer Time Recipes 

 

Raspberry Rhapsody Salad 

6 oz pkg. Raspberry Jello 

2 cups Boiling Water 

2 cups Raspberry Sherbet 

1/2 to 1 cup Frozen or Fresh Raspberries 

 

Dissolve Jello in boiling water. 

  Add sherbet and stir until melted. 

  Add raspberries and chill until set. 

 

You can change the Jello to orange and use orange sherbet and mandarin oranges  

or strawberry Jello with strawberry sherbet and strawberries. 

 

 

 

 

 

Freezer Corn - Fresh From Your Garden 

1/2 lb. Butter 

11 to 12 cups corn (about 20 ears) 

1 cup Half and Half 

1/2 tsp. Salt 

Cut the corn off of the ears (cobs).  Mix everything and bake at 300 degrees for 1 hour. 

Stir every 15 minutes or so. 

Let it cool. 

Place in freezer bags or containers and freeze. 

This makes a great and easy side dish that you will then have available when you need  

something tasty in a hurray! 
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GPAA 

Membership Kits 

Available 

At each TSS Meeting 

$71.00 per kit 

Cash or Check 

 

We save you the shipping and 

 handling cost for GPAA! 

 

Available at the membership/sign in 

table. 

DETECTING THE BEACHES                       BY :   FRANK TRUTTA 

Well the good times are here for us beach hunters.  People are coming to the beaches oiling up, putting on sun 
screen, sweating and going in cold water.  What more can we ask for.  The jewelry is dropping off of them like a 

molting chicken losing feathers. 

A good time to hunt is around five in the afternoon when the crowd starts to leave the beach.  If you are at a 
beach with a boardwalk they usually have lights and you can hunt after dark.  There is just enough light to see 

fairly far. 

I went out a number of times at sun-up to catch the low tides.  Out on the flats has not been very good, too much 
sand still on the beach.  Hope this winter has big storms.  It’s been a couple of years that we have had a good 
eroding storm.  I’ve been finding the slopes have been the most productive.  I picked up a heavy 14K ring, a cou-
ple of Tungsen Carbite rings, a silver earring, a couple silver rings.  I also found a 21 inch gold chain, when I got 

it to the car, it said 24K GP.  It sure looked good in the hole. 

I did recover a gold engagement ring for a lady at Torrey Pines State Beach.  She knew about where she lost it.  
She had all the people move off of the dry sand where she had her towels so I could check it out.  It was not there 
so I started moving out in the surf.  The tide was coming in and I had a hit.  It was a challenge, every time I got a 
scoop of sand a wave would come fill up the hole and be over my knees.  After about 25 scoops I did get a nice 
heavy ring.  As I brought the ring to show her, I asked if it was a real thin setting, here 
expression on her face dropped, when she looked in the basket she lit up and gave me a 

big hug and I got a standing ovation from the beach goers.  It was fun. 

If I did not find it some lucky detectorist could of come across it and made his day with 

a $10,000.00 ring. 

 These things are out there to be found. 

 

     Hunt Smart - Never Give Up! 

At tonight’s meeting there is a ‘survey’ sheet at the back table. 

Please be sure to pick one up and fill it out before leaving. 

The survey is to gather information from the membership if it 
would be better for the club to stay an active club (meetings, out-
ings, etc.) for 12 months or to go “dark” of meeting(s) or outing(s) 

for one month a year. 

The board will study these findings and see what is best for the 

membership. 

No action will be taken until discussed with the membership. 

Your opinion is valued and needed. 

TSS SURVEY   
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :                      JULY CHAPTER MEETING 
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S :        METAL DETECTING OUTING - O’SIDE P IER  
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MEMBER ’S PHOTO ’S                    2ND ANNUAL P ICNIC 
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COLUMBIA METAL DETECTORS 

www.columbiametaldetectors.com 

Your one stop prospecting store 

Locally owed and operated by Frank Trutta 

Member of Treasure Seekers of San Diego 

 

     760 East Valley Parkway 

     Escondido,  CA.  92025        760-743-8516 

Club Embroider Shirts 

Steve Berdan 

TSS Member 

4823 Windjammer Way 

Carlsbad, CA. 92008 

760-729-0246 

sberdan@americanbus.com 
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CLASSIFIEDS FOR MEMBERS :  

BOOKS BY BLAKELY  
His books are compilations and re-prints of old magazine articles from the 30s, 
40s, 50s, and later.  Many are first hand accounts of what it was like when there 
were real prospectors.  There is nothing being printed today that compares to 
these articles.  Often whenever possible there is a treasure map that corresponds to 

the article. 

He sells these books on e-bay for $20 each or three for $50.  Frank Trutta at Co-
lumbia Metal Detectors/The Inkwell Printing Co. also sells them for $20 each.  

All have No Shipping - No Sales Tax. 

Blake often has a few of each book in his car available for sale at the monthly 
meetings, but it is best to e-mail him at Blakelysanford@yahoo.com to ensure that 

he has that book with him. Or mail your check to:  

Blakely Sanford, 17563 Caminito Heno, San Diego, CA. 92127 

Available compilations and re-prints are: 

  “Basement Chemistry for Prospectors” 

  “Duke’s Short Course in Prospecting and Mineral Identification” 

  “Lost Arch Gold Mine” 

  “Peg Leg’s Lost Gold” 

  “Randsburg Gold” 

  “Twenty-nine Palms Gold” 

  “Yuma Gold” 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

For Sale -  

ATV (quad) - great condition - $2,200.00 

Dredges and sluices - $250.00 for all - hoses included. 

Contact:  Stephen Gates     951-551-4128 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

For Sale - 

Fleetwood Terra Motorhome 26Y - No slides, Queen walk around bed, 18 foot 
awing, 8.1 liter V8 gas engine, Workhorse chassis, 19.5 inch wheels, less than 

2000 miles, blue and white exterior, tan and brown interior - $55,000.00 

Contact:  Bernie Pangersis   760-366-1958  or  bernieandfrank@verizon.net 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

For Sale - 

Home made puffers  

Contact:  Charles Gates     760-237-3782  or  gates_69_88@hotmail.com 

Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego welcomes the oppor-
tunity for it’s members to 
run free ad’s in the newslet-
ter. 

This is just a reminder that 
Treasure Seekers of San 
Diego does not endorse or 
guarantee any product sold 
or purchased through these 
ads.  

 That is strictly the buyers 
and sellers responsibility. 

Gold Bags 

$6.00  per bag 

Or 

July Special Of 

4 bags for $20.00 

 

1 in every 10 bags has a 

little ‘extra’ something 

in it. 

But we will never tell 

which bags they are! 

 

T.S.S. sells bags of gold 
concentrates. This is a 
great way to practice 
your panning skills plus 

save on gas money! 

Get yours today! 



 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

 

M ISSION STATEMENT :  

Publication of this Newsletter is courtesy of 

Inkwell Printing Co. 

760 East Valley Parkway 

Escondido,  CA.  92025 

    760-743-8681       760-747-8182 (Fax) 

Treasure Seekers Of San Diego County (T.S.S.) was officially organ-
ized on May 21, 2003 when the election of officers was held.  We are a 
GPAA chapter.  Non GPAA members may attend meetings and partici-
pate in the raffle, but are not eligible to vote, hold office, be on the 
claims committee, or utilize GPAA claims.  The purpose of this organi-
zation is to provide an environment to increase public awareness, with 
education and training, of locating, identification and legal removal of 
minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the preservation 

of the environment and wild habitat. 

Meetings are held at the Joslyn Senior Center 

210 Park Avenue, Escondido.  

 On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30—9:00 PM. 

 

Board Members: 

 
President:  Chester Nowicki  760-747-1165  candhnow@cox.net 
Vice President:  Ray Wilkerson  760-598-6441  bwilkerson9@cox.net 
Recording Secretary: Sharon Crnkovic  760-519-9899  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Treasurer:  Lee Crnkovic  760-519-7757  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Membership:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net 
Ways & Means:  Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@cox.net 
Librarian  Donna Brock  760-724-8276  brock.d@sbcglobal.net 
Claims:   Harriett Nowicki  760-747-1165  HANowicki@cox.net 
Refreshments:  Sue Conner  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
   Ron Gonsalves  760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
Metal Detecting:  Frank Trutta  760-743-8516  scthfrank@yahoo.com 
Newsletter:  Charlene Myers  760-439-8521  charlenemyers@cox.net  
Claims Guide:  Lee Crnkovic  760-519-7757  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Equipment Manager: Kent Donalson  760-415-3515  kentsride@yahoo.com 
Director At Large: Lew Eakman  951-699-0794  Lew@Tecula.com 
Director At Large: Jim Mears  760-746-9698  JandCMears@netzero.net 
Director At Large: Loren Raddatz  760-726-7397  Laraddatz@cox.net 
Past President:  Jim Hall 
 
 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN 

DIEGO COUNTY 


