
 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY  

FINDERS KEEPERS 
 

May, 2011         Editor: Michael Michalski 
 
 

   President’s Message 
 
 

Well, our outdoor weather finally is here but shortly it will be too hot to get out in the desert. The 
mountains and streams will be perfect. We had an outing at the Hall of Fame claim. I believe the 
weather was perfect there. Randy said that we had a good turnout and the gold is still coming in good 
quantities.  
 
We had a GPAA gold show on the same weekend. It was so-so. Not as good as last year. We also had a 
bad booth location. Talking to the other chapters, they did poorly too. I heard that attendance was way 
down too. Only a handful of kids were there to do any gold panning. Mostly kids like to do that, but Las 
Vegas casinos do not cater to kids unless it is Circus Circus. We did have enough booth help. Thank you 
Jerry, Robert, Earl, Cathy, Ray, Earl, Karen Rosalie and Mike. I did find some good items for the table 
and a new grand prize. Ray went to the Chapter Rendezvous but I haven’t heard much on what went on 
at that event. 
 
This month, we are going to the Two Quartz claim in Barstow. It may get warm, but it is an easy drive. 
You can even drive your motor home right up to your diggins’. And, its not far away. If some of our 
knowledgeable members go, I know they will help all those new members find some gold. 
 
The weather is looking perfect to go to the San Gabriel River. The gold has to be good after all the 
floods up there. Be careful walking in the fast moving water. You don’t want to be like that person Jerry 
found floating under that backpack. 
 
Our claims committee is also working on some new claims out in the Cargo Muchacho Mountains. It’s 
already too hot to work claims there, but we may set some center posts soon and work the claims in the 
fall. We may ask for some volunteers to set the posts soon. 
 
Remember when you are out on any claim to take any trash home with you and leave the area looking 
just as it did before you were there. Don't give the environmentalist and the BLM any reason to remove 
us from our public lands. Also, bring plenty of water to drink. We want you alive and well to come to 
our next meetings. 
 
Sourdough Chet 



 

 

Politically Speaking 
 
• California bill would exempt dredgers from permitting 
SB 657, sponsored by Senator Ted Gaines (R-Roseville), would exempt California suction dredgers from 
the California Environmental Quality Act until January 1, 2014, and issue a partial refund for dredge 
permits issued in 2009 and subsequently cancelled when Governor Schwarzenegger signed SB 670. 
The bill would also require the Department of Fish & Game to complete an environmental impact 
report by the above date. 
The stated purpose of the bill is “to address, at the earliest time possible, the financial hardship caused 
by the moratorium on vacuum and suction dredging to those who depend on vacuum and suction 
dredging for their livelihood.” 
 

Permission:    Scott Harn (Editor/Publisher) 
ICMJ's Prospecting and Mining Journal   Subscribe: www.icmj.com  
 

This should have been a good bill but enough support was not mustered. 
Unfortunately, the bill failed to pass out of committee on Tuesday (April 12, 2011). 

 

To find your legislators => 
 http://www.congress.org/congressorg/dbq/officials/?lvl=L 

 
 

Last Month 
 

April’s General meeting, we had 105 people sign the attendance sheet. 
 

Metal Detecting Outing @ Oceanside Harbor  
Attendees: John Howe, Jack Stangle, Dave Coolen, Big C & Al Freeman  
No outstanding finds but a good time was had by all.  

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

METAL DETECTING COMPETITION HUNT  
The Riverside Treasure Hunting Club is having its annual picnic and treasure hunt on Sunday May 22nd 
at Rancho Jurupa Park in Riverside. It's about an hour and a half drive.  
They're having 3 hunts including:  
a SILVER hunt ($40)  
a TOKEN hunt ($20) and  
a FIVE & DIME hunt ($10) - clad dimes & nickels with some silver dimes and older nickels.  
There'll be a raffle of 4 metal detectors, gold coins, silver coins and other stuff.  
All info at the following link.....  
http://www.riversidetreasurehunters.com/home/  
I went last year and had a great time!  
From John Howe 



 

 

Finds of the Month 
 

Show off what you have done in the last month! 
1st and 2nd Prize winners for each category. 

 

Gold 
Gems and Minerals 

Metal Detecting 
 

Items available for purchase at the meeting 
  

Claim Guides - $20.00 per guide with your TSSD membership card. 
Dowsing Rods - $20.00 as available 
Bags of Gold Pay Dirt - 0ne bag/$8.00 or four bags/$30.00 
Save on the cost  of gasoline and still get some practice time in! 
One in every 10 bags will have a 'little' something extra! 
 

Drawings at this meeting 
 

Door Prize 
50/50 Drawing 
Gold Nuggets 
Table Drawing 

 

Quarterly Grand Prize drawing for June: 
Black Magic Fine Gold Recovery System with Extras 

www.pro-goldprospecting.com 

 
See Yoko For your WINNING Ticket!!! 



 

 

MINER'S COOKBOOK 
By Judy Carpenter 

 

Mandarin Orange Cole Slaw 
1 - 14 oz. bag  Dole Classic Coleslaw mix 
1 - 8 1/4 oz can of Mandarin Oranges in light syrup, drained and diced 
1 cup Sliced Almonds or Cashews halves 
1 cup Mayonnaise 
1/4 cup Sugar  
5 - Tablespoons White Vinegar 
  

In a small bowl drain the can of mandarin oranges and reserve the juice for the dressing. 
In a large bowl combine the classic coleslaw mix, diced oranges and the almonds,  lightly 
toss to mix.  To make the dressing mix the mandarin orange juice, mayonnaise, sugar and 
vinegar until smooth.  Add salt and / or Pepper to taste. Pour over the salad mix. Chill for 
several hours or over night.  Toss salad again before serving.  Serve cold. 
  
Broccoli Slaw 
5 - 6 cups of fresh raw Broccoli  
1 cup of grated sharp cheddar cheese    
1 cup of Mayonnaise 
1 cup of Sour Cream 
1 Tablespoon Sugar  
1 Tablespoon Vinegar 
Salt and Pepper to taste 
  

Wash the broccoli and remove any leaves.   Finely chop the broccoli, stocks and all in a 
food processor or by hand. In a large bowl combine the chopped broccoli and grated 
cheese.  
In a smaller bowl mix the mayonnaise, sour cream, sugar and vinegar until smooth. 
Season with salt and pepper to taste. Pour the dressing over the cheese and broccoli. Chill 
for several hours. Serve cold.  

 
FOR SALE 

 

No Ads this month 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

TSSD MEMBERSHIP AND CLAIMS GUIDE 
 

Membership to Treasure Seekers of San Diego is free. We do not charge annual dues. All we ask is that 
you attend the meetings and participate with the group.  
 

A membership application must be completed. Please see anyone at the back sign in table for an 
application. This should be done at your first meeting.  
 

By the second meeting that you attend, you will be given a membership card, at which time you are 
able to purchase one of TSSD’s Claim Guides. 
 
 

TSSD LIBRARY 
 

Treasure Seekers of San Diego has a tremendous library for it’s members usage. Donna Brock, the 
Librarian and Robert Otto, the Librarian Assistant, are there to assist you. The library ranges from 
VHS/DVD “How To” shows, magazines, books of history, gold locations, treasure hunting and some 
maps. The process for checking out the material is easy.  
 
 

TSSD EQUIPMENT FOR MEMBER’S USE 
 

Treasure Seekers of San Diego has a storage unit at Diablo Mini Storage in Escondido.  
Terry King  is the Equipment Manager. 
 

Inventory: 2 Sluice Boxes – 3 feet long 
  1 Sluice Box – 4 feet long 
  1 Mini Recirculating 9 inch Sluice with pump and motor and tub. 
  1 Mini Recirculating  Sluice with pump and motor (no tub) 
  1 Highbanker with motor and pump 
  1 Gold Grabber (box type high banker with motor and pump) 
  1 Small Dry Washer (no leaf blower) 
  1 Large Dry Washer (Keene 151 with leaf blower) 
  1 Dry Vac (5 gallon size) with motor 

1 Dredge 3 inch (with motor, pump, hooka air, misc. hoses, end nozzles and  accessories) 
1 Magnetic Sweeper on rollers 

 

All that we ask (and it’s not much) is that, anything that is checked out, is to be returned in the same or better condition 
than when it is borrowed. It’s understandable, with the nature of our hobby, the equipment will get some bumps and 
bruises; which is acceptable. But if parts are lost or broken, it is the responsibility of the “borrower” to repair or replace.  
i.e. If a motor is on it’s last leg, you are using it and it poops out, we understand that it’s not your fault and don’t expect you to 
replace it. On the other hand, if you have been using the motor for an extended period of time, forget to check if oil is needed 
and the motor burns up that would be a different story. 
 

Feel free to give Earl Sterrett at 858-922-4547 a call, if you would like to use “our equipment.” All he asks, is that you give him 
a couple of days notice when you might need something, and when items are returned that they be in a CLEAN condition. 
This is to be respectful to the next person checking out the item. All equipment must be returned by the next meeting from 
when it was checked out. This will allow you any where from one week to three weeks usage.  
 
 



 

 

Books by Blakey 
 

Blakey Stanford, a TSSD member, is the proud publisher of many interesting books. His books are compilations and re-
prints of old magazine articles from the 30s, 40s, 50s and later. Many are first hand accounts of what it was like when there 
were real prospectors. There is nothing being printed today that compares to these articles. Often whenever possible there is 
a treasure map that corresponds to the article. He sells  these books on e-bay for $20 each or three  for $50. Frank Trutta at 
Columbia Metal Detectors also sells them for $20 each. No shipping – No sales tax. Blake also sets up his books for purchase 
at the TSSD Chapter meetings.  
 

Available compilations and re-prints  are: 
 Basement Chemistry for Prospectors 
 Lost Arch Gold Mine 
 Duke’s Short Course in Prospecting and Mineral Identification 
 Peg Leg’s Lost Gold 
 Randsburg Gold 
 Twenty-nine Palms Gold 
 Yuma Gold  

 

 

 

 

PLP - PUBLIC LANDS FOR THE PEOPLE - www.PLP2.org 

Orange Challenge Card Info 
 
While pursuing your outdoor endeavor of work, play, recreation or sport and you are challenged by a representative of a 
governmental agency or public servant, regarding the legality of you activity in their area, you should do the following: 
� It is wise to politely ask if you are breaking any law. If you are informed that you are breaking the law, then ask for an 

explanation of the law and any municipal code that may pertain to the law. 
� You should do as the governmental representative asks you, then ask for their name, badge number, position, and the 

agency and district they represent. Record this information along with the Date, time, and location of the area where 
you are located. 

� If you do have a pleasant response from any of the representatives, such as being informative, cooperative, or helpful, we 
would like to hear about them also. 

� Give this information to your local PLP office or representative and they will advise you of the appropriate procedure to 
follow. 

 
Use this form to guide you when you are challenged and most of all be polite. 
Name: 
Badge or ID # Position: 
Agency: 
District represented: 
Date & Time: 
Location Details: 
 
Forward to: Barret Wetherby - Secretary-Treasurer   818-957-1455    BHWetherby@aol.com  
 National Office   3700 Santa Carlotta St, La Crescenta, CA. 91214 

 



 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Treasure Seekers of San Diego County (T.S.S.) was officially organized on May 21, 2003 when the election of officers was 
held. We are a GPAA chapter. Non GPAA members may attend meetings and participate in the raffle, but are not eligible to 
vote, hold office, be on the claims committee, or utilize GPAA claims.  The purpose of this organization is to provide an 
environment to increase public awareness, with education and training, of locating, identification and legal removal of 
minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the preservation of the environment and wild habitat. 
 

WWW.TREASURESEEKERSOFSANDIEGO.COM 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TreasureSeekersofSD/ 

 
Meetings are held at the Joslyn Senior Center 

210 Park Avenue, Escondido, CA 92025 
On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30-9:00PM 

 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
    
 

President:   Chester Nowicki   760-747-1165  candhnow@cox.net 
Vice President:   Ray Wilkerson   760-598-6441  bwilkerson9@cox.net 
Recording Secretary:   Sharon Crnkovic  760-519-9899  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Treasurer:   Lee Crnkovic   760-519-7757  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Membership:   Sharon Crnkovic  760-519-9899  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Ways & Means:   Yoko Weidman-Riggs  619-470-3138  aulover88@aol.com 
Librarian:   Donna Brock   760-724-8276  brock.d@sbcglobal.net 
Claims:    Robert Cook   760-741-6547  rmjcc@cox.net 
Refreshments:   Sue Conner   760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
    Ron Gonsalves   760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
Metal Detecting:  Frank Trutta   760-743-8516  scthfrank@yahoo.com 
Speaker Committee:  
Newsletter:   Michael Michalski  858-254-6025  TSSDnewsletter@hotmail.com 
Claims Guide:   Lee Crnkovic   760-519-7757  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Equipment Manager:  Earl Sterrett    858-922-4547  Earls@awproperties.net 
Director At Large:  Loren Raddatz   760-726-7397  Laraddatz@cox.net 
Director At Large:  Jim Mears   760-746-9698  JandCMears@netzero.net 
Director At Large:  Charlie Freeman   760-789-0063  char-carm@sbcglobal.net 
Director At Large:  Jerry Kaplan   858-453-6447  JERRYK23A@gmail.com 
Activity Communicator:  John Howe   760-621-0550  lgolfer@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Publication: 
Inkwell Printing Co. 

760 East Valley Parkway 
Escondido, CA. 92025 

760-743-8681   760-747-8182 (Fax) 
 


