
 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY  

FINDERS KEEPERS 
 

March, 2012         Editor: Michael Michalski 
 

   MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

I got the word that our membership went from 349 in November to 379 as of this message.  I know Loren will be happy to 
know this because he has already recommended that we split our general meeting in two.  One half of membership meeting 
on one night and the other half on another night.  What he is trying to say is that we are getting extremely large.  Our last 
meeting we had 139 in attendance.  We are set up for 120 and that takes up a large space. 
 

Jerry, Robert, Ray and I went to the GPAA Rendezvous in Arizona. We had a lot of fun and met some really great people 
from GPAA Chapters all over the U.S.  There were equipment demonstrations and speakers from various organizations 
including the PLP.  There were also venders for many types of gold prospecting equipment and those who were selling gold 
for chapter and individual use.  We split apart, did some skits and got to know some really great people.  While Ray did the 
networking in the evening, Robert, Jerry and I got to know the local townsfolk in the old towns of Arizona.  Dakota Fred, 
from the TV series Gold Rush was there to share stories of the series.  We got pictures and autographs. 
 

At the end of the week, the chapter representatives got to share with each other what goes on in our meetings.  Ray and I got 
up and wowed the other chapters.  We talked about the general meetings and the great speakers we have. We talked about 
our community events and school programs. We showed them our Claims Guide and discussed our claims requirements and 
how they are similar to the GPAA requirements We shared our membership population and meeting attendance.  We 
showed them our coloring book we give to the kids at our shows (chapter members took pictures to show to their members). 
Ray did a great job in the dowsing rod demonstration; we sold close to 30 sets to members of other chapters. We are already 
planning  next year's trip.  
 

David Rice did such a great job on the ‘Painted Gorge’ trip that it attracted members of the Palomar Gem and Mineral Club.  
They had nothing but compliments on the event.  They even asked if we would set up a display for their event at the Antique 
Gas and Steam Engine Museum in Vista (www.agsem.com). We said, “Yes.”  The event is on the 24th and 25 of this month at 
2040 N. Santa Fe Ave. in Vista.  We will also have our own booth there next month, April 14 and 15.  We will have gold 
panning, metal detecting and dowsing rod demonstrations. 
 

This month, we are going to the Lucerne Dry Lake for a meteorite hunt.  And, thank you Charlene for putting us on to this 
site.  Between her and Lee, they have supplied us with a great set of instructions and directions.  This should be quite a trip 
and much closer that Franconia.  This will be on March 17 and 18.  I guess we can do the whole weekend or do just a day trip 
since it is only two and a half hours from Escondido.   
 

There was a great write-up in a local magazine Escondido City (copies available at the meeting, local library and Chamber of 
Commerce).  It is about Frank Trutta, a founding member of TSS, titled Escondido Treasure Hunter, Its The Thrill of the 
Hunt.  It tells his treasure hunting stories and about his metal detecting and gold prospecting store.  Even our Vice 
President, Dwight Reed is featured.  He told many stories of his experiences metal detecting.  They have an awesome 
drawing of our TSS Logo on the first of a two page article.  You gotta read it and the only copies I have will be at our next 
meeting.   
 

Well, more things, new happenings, interesting information, different and changing programs going on within the Treasure 
Seekers of San Diego County.  If you miss a meeting, you may not ever see it again because we are constantly trying to give 
you something new.  So having said that, see you at the meeting.                                        -Sourdough Chet 



 

 

Thank You 
 

Charlene Myers for the well done Lucerne Dry Lake bed meteorite hunt handout  . 
 

March Speaker: Gary Eckert (metal detecting for meteorites)  
 

Last Month 
 

Meeting Had 139 in attendance with 6 new members and guests. 
 

February 11th David Rice Painted Gorge Day Trip  
February 18th & 19th at the Cargo Claims.  
 

GPAA News: the rendezvous at Congress, AZ.  
 

Winners 
Door Prize: Al Bauchner     50/50: $113.00 Mike Mahr  
Gold Nuggets: Eric Rushing, Dave Williams, & Bill Limbeck  

Finds of the month:    Gold - Violet ?   Metal - Chris Richard   Gems - Frank Huberts  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

March 17-18  Lucerne Dry Lake Bed - Meteorite Hunt 
 

We will have a booth with the Gem & Mineral Show at the Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum (www.agsem.com) 
On April 14 & 15.  Signup sheet at the meeting if you want to participate. 
 

Metal Detecting 
 

February outing at Mission Beach:  
Attendees:  John Howe, Ralph Romero, Brian Kinnear, George Corder, Big C  & Jerry Kaplan  
A beautiful day at the beach! Brian Kinnear got the best find...an eastern golden "Om" pendant. John found about a buck and 
a half. Big C found more coins across the street in the grass at the cove than at the beach. Ralph left early. George was trying 
to figure out his detector. And Jerry continued to pull a passel of puns from his pouch. It was all good! 
 

February outing at Oceanside Harbor:  
We had a great turn out John Howe, Al Ockert and Big'C'. I hate to say it but the Oceanside Harbor area is clean, vary few 
coins were found. Thanks to all who showed up.  
 

March 9th at around 8 am we will try a richer area, La Jolla shores. So, bring your Detector and bags to put all the loot in. I 
will be on the north end of the lot by the restrooms. see you all there. Big'C' 
 

The outing this month will be at La Jolla Shores (3/11/11) at 8 AM-ish.  This may be redundant, redundant since Big C's mid-
week K-A-Y-F outing is the same beach.  That's ok; I'm anticipating lots of stuff there and it's a big beach.       -John Howe 
 

Finds of the Month 
 

Show off what you have done in the last month! 
1st and 2nd Prize winners for each category. 

 

Gold 
Gems and Minerals 

Metal Detecting 



 

 

Chapter Support 
 

We don’t charge dues, there is no cost to check out prospecting equipment, outings are free, prospecting 
our claims is free, the library is free, the education and companionship are priceless/free. 
All the work to maintain the claims, equipment, storage, federal/state/local bureaucracy, taxes, maps, 
guides, kitchen, library, website, newsletter and so much more is ALL volunteers. 
Your club still has rent to pay, many claims with annual fees, equipment to buy/maintain, storage fees, 
website fees, gold & prizes cost, printing fees and numerous other monthly costs. 
We sell a few quality items and some raffle tickets for some really good prizes. 

Here is how you support your club.   Participate.   Buy some tickets.   Win! 
And Thanks for being part of a fine organization. 

 

Items available for purchase at the meeting 
  

Claim Guides - $20.00 per guide with your TSS membership card. 
Dowsing Rods - $20.00 as available 
Bags of Gold Pay Dirt - $10.00/Bag 
Save on the cost  of gasoline and still get some practice time in! 
One in every 10 bags will have a 'little' something extra! 

 

Drawings at this meeting 
Door Prize 

50/50 
Gold Nuggets 

Table 
 

Quarterly Grand Prize drawing for  March: 

 
See Yoko For your WINNING Ticket!!! 



 

 

MINER'S COOKBOOK 
By Judy Carpenter 

 

St. Patty's Day   (Grasshopper Mint Pie) 
  
Ingredients:  
•1 package (8 oz.) Philly cream cheese, softened (can soften in Microwave for about 15 -20 seconds) 
•1 can (14 oz.) Eagle Brand® Sweetened Condensed Milk  
•1/4 teaspoon peppermint extract or 1/4 Cup Crème de Menthe liqueur 
•3 to 4 drops green food coloring (optional) 
•16-20 fudge mint cookies, coarsely crushed, (Good time to use those Girl Scout Thin Mint cookies) 
•1 tube Cool Whip (8 oz.) topping, thawed 
•1 Keebler’s ready crust chocolate crumb pie crust or any Store brand you like.   
  
BEAT cream cheese with electric mixer until fluffy in large bowl; gradually beat in sweetened condensed milk until smooth.  
STIR in peppermint extract or Crème de Menthe, food coloring and crushed cookies. Fold in cool whip topping. Pour into 
crust.  
CHILL at least 3 hours.  Serve chilled.  
•Garnish with dark chocolate shavings, Dollops of cool whip with whole mint cookies on top of dollops or mint leaves. 

 

FOR SALE 
 

Send your Ads to TSSDnewsletter@hotmail.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP POLICY 
 

Membership is free. All we ask is that you attend the meetings and participate.  
First Meeting:     A membership application must be completed. 
Second Meeting:     You will be given a membership card and sign the TSS claims rules. 
Third Meeting:     You are able to purchase one of TSS’s Claim Guides. 
To maintain membership, you must attend one meeting every four months. 
Active military will not be removed from membership list. 
 

Claims Etiquette 
 

You have to be a current member, have your Claims Guide and a current membership card with you when 
prospecting on our claims. 
It is fair and proper for someone prospecting to ask one another to see their current membership card and claims 
guide while on any of our claims.  
ALL guests must sign TSS’s liability form before prospecting on our claims. 
If your membership is not current and you are prospecting on our claims, you are  prospecting illegally and will 
be dealt with accordingly to existing law. 
 

FILL IN YOUR HOLES WHEN YOU ARE DONE PROSPECTING 
 

LIBRARY 
 

Treasure Seekers of San Diego has a tremendous library for it’s members usage. Donna Brock, the Librarian and 
Don LaFollette, the Librarian Assistant, are there to assist you. The library ranges from VHS/DVD “How To” 
shows, magazines, books of history, gold locations, treasure hunting and some maps. The process for checking 
out the material is easy.  

 



 

 

EQUIPMENT FOR MEMBER’S USE 
 

TSS has a storage unit at Diablo Mini Storage in Escondido. Earl Sterrett is the Equipment Manager. 
 

Inventory: 2 Sluice Boxes – 3 feet long 
  1 Sluice Box – 4 feet long 
  1 Mini Recirculating 9 inch Sluice with pump and motor and tub. 
  1 Mini Recirculating  Sluice with pump and motor (no tub) 
  1 Highbanker with motor and pump 
  1 Gold Grabber (box type high banker with motor and pump) 
  1 Small Dry Washer (no leaf blower) 
  1 Large Dry Washer (Keene 151 with leaf blower) 
  1 Dry Vac (5 gallon size) with motor 

1 Dredge 3 inch (with motor, pump, hooka air, misc. hoses, end nozzles and  accessories) 
1 Magnetic Sweeper on rollers 
 

All that we ask (it’s not much) is that, anything checked out, is to be returned in the same or better condition than when it 
was borrowed. It’s understandable, with the nature of our interest, the equipment will get some bumps and bruises; which is 
acceptable. But if parts are lost or broken, it is the responsibility of the “borrower” to repair or replace.  
i.e. If a motor is on it’s last leg, you are using it and it poops out, we understand that it’s not your fault and don’t expect you to 
replace it. On the other hand, if you have been using the motor for an extended period of time, forget to check if oil is needed 
and the motor burns up that would be a different story. 
Give Earl Sterrett at 858-922-4547 a call, if you would like to use “our equipment.” He asks that you give him a couple of days 
notice when you might need something, and when items are returned they are CLEAN. All equipment must be returned by 
the meeting following when it was checked out. This will allow you any where from one week to three weeks usage.  
 

Books by Blakey 
Blakey Stanford, a TSS member, is the proud publisher of many interesting books. His books are compilations and re-prints 
of old magazine articles from the 30s, 40s, 50s and later. Many are first hand accounts of what it was like when there were 
real prospectors. There is nothing being printed today that compares to these articles. Whenever possible there is a treasure 
map that corresponds to the article. He sells  these books on e-bay for $20 each or 3/$50. Frank Trutta at Columbia Metal 
Detectors also sells them for $20 each.  Blake also sets up his books for purchase at the TSS Chapter meetings.  
 

PLP - PUBLIC LANDS FOR THE PEOPLE - www.PLP2.org 

Orange Challenge Card Info 

While pursuing your outdoor endeavor of work, play, recreation or sport and you are challenged by a representative of a 
governmental agency or public servant, regarding the legality of you activity in their area, you should do the following: 
� It is wise to politely ask if you are breaking any law. If you are informed that you are breaking the law, then ask for an 

explanation of the law and any municipal code that may pertain to the law. 
� You should do as the governmental representative asks you, then ask for their name, badge number, position, and the 

agency and district they represent. Record this information along with the Date, time, and location of the area where 
you are located. 

� If you do have a pleasant response from any of the representatives, such as being informative, cooperative, or helpful, we 
would like to hear about them also. 

� Give this information to your local PLP office or representative and they will advise you of the appropriate procedure to 
follow. 

Use this form to guide you when you are challenged and most of all be polite. 

Name:      Badge or ID # Position: 
Agency:     District represented: 
Date & Time:     Location Details: 
 

Forward to: Barret Wetherby - Secretary-Treasurer   818-957-1455    BHWetherby@aol.com  
 National Office   3700 Santa Carlotta St, La Crescenta, CA. 91214 



 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Treasure Seekers of San Diego County (T.S.S.) was officially organized on May 21, 2003 when the election of officers was 
held. We are a GPAA chapter. Non GPAA members may attend meetings and participate in the raffle, but are not eligible to 
vote, hold office, be on the claims committee, or utilize GPAA claims.  The purpose of this organization is to provide an 
environment to increase public awareness, with education and training, of locating, identification and legal removal of 
minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the preservation of the environment and wild habitat. 
 

WWW.TREASURESEEKERSOFSANDIEGO.ORG 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TreasureSeekersofSD/ 

 
Meetings are held at the Joslyn Senior Center 

210 Park Avenue, Escondido, CA 92025 
On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30-9:00PM 

 

See the treasurer and/or the secretary to review their respective reports from the previous month’s meeting.  
 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
    
 

President:   Chester Nowicki   760-747-1165  candhnow@cox.net 
Vice President:   Dwight Reed   760-727-7213  Dwightreed@cox.net 
Recording Secretary:   Sharon Crnkovic  760-519-9899  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Treasurer:   Jerry Goldstein   760-317-1819  Auprospector101@aol.com 
Membership:   Sharon Crnkovic  760-519-9899  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Newsletter:   Michael Michalski  858-254-6025  TSSDnewsletter@hotmail.com 
Activity Communicator:  John Howe   760-621-0550  lgolfer@aol.com 
Ways & Means:   Yoko Weidman-Riggs  619-470-3138  aulover88@aol.com 
Librarian:   Donna Brock   760-724-8276  brock.d@sbcglobal.net 
Claims:    Robert Cook   760-741-6547  rmjcc@cox.net 
Metal Detecting:  Frank Trutta   760-743-8516  scthfrank@yahoo.com 
Claims Guide:   Lee Crnkovic   760-519-7757  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Equipment Manager:  Earl Sterrett    858-922-4547  Earls@awproperties.net 
Finds of the Month:   Trish and Terry King  858-705-2453  landsharking@hotmail.com 
Director At Large:  Ray Wilkerson   760-598-6441  bwilkerson9@cox.net 
Director At Large:  Loren Raddatz   760-726-7397  Laraddatz@cox.net 
Director At Large:  Jim Mears   760-746-9698  JandCMears@netzero.net 
Director At Large:  Charlie Freeman   760-789-0063  char-carm@sbcglobal.net 
Director At Large:  Jerry Kaplan   858-453-6447  JERRYK23A@gmail.com 
Director At Large:  Keith Browning      keithbro2001@yahoo.com 
Director At Large:  Sue Conner   760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
Director At Large:  Ron Gonsalves   760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Publication: 
Inkwell Printing Co. 

760 East Valley Parkway 
Escondido, CA. 92025 

760-743-8681   760-747-8182 (Fax) 


