
 

 

TREASURE SEEKERS OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY  

FINDERS KEEPERS 
April, 2012         Editor: Michael Michalski 

   MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Well, the BLM is closing some more roads.  This is in the West Mojave area.  Evidently the Hi Desert Gold 

Diggers got wind of it and had asked a BLM representative to speak at their meeting on the closures.   One of our 

members just happened to be at their meeting and sent me the info.  The HDGD's were worried that this may 

affect some of their claims and were asked by the BLM representative to indicate which roads and claims were 

used the most.  Well, what about other southern California clubs?  What about other gem and mineral 

organizations or just the general public.  Why we are not informed on all these road closures?  We have a 

petition going, but it may be too little too late again.  Sometimes, I just think that the BLM and Fish and Game 

plan it that way.   

On a positive note, we had a great display at the Antique Gas and Steam Engine Museum.  There were a lot of 
positive comments.  Thank you Palomar Gem and Mineral Club for asking us. 
We have a booth at the Antique Gas and Steam Engine Museum on April 13, 14 & 15.  Set up on the 13th and the 
show on the 14th and 15th.  We'll do it just like the gold show events, but we will also have a free kids panning for 
some fool's gold.  We will also have an area set up for metal detecting.  Don't plan on just coming to metal detect 
and not help.  We will also have dowsing rods for sale and demo.  
The Lucerne Valley trip for March was postponed because of much rain on the dry lake.  So, it is back on for 
April.  I hope everyone saved their information on this.  I talked to a meteorite specialist with the gem and 
mineral club and he doesn't use anything but his eyes to look for meteorites on the dry lake surface.  The pebbles 
are so few and far between, that he picks up everything for a look-see.  Or he just sets his magnet on every 
pebble.  We'll see how that goes....... 
There is also the GPAA Gold Show in April, but we won’t have a booth this year.  It got to be the same volunteers 
spending all their personal money to make some money for the TSS.  We want to have more community events, 
have fun with the locals and maybe make some funds for our organization. 
Have fun everyone.  Enjoy the outdoors before they close it all up.                -Sourdough Chet 
 

Vice President’s Article 
Sometime we as old-timers, we forget that there are new people joining the Treasure Seekers all the time. We are 
here to help you enjoy a great pastime that we have enjoyed for years ourselves.  
We are here to help you understand and enjoy metal detecting and I hope you will find some good treasures and 
make it a profitable hobby.  
Having tested many detectors over the three years, one fact stands out…, all are very good at detecting metal…, I 
personally believe what makes one detector better than another is the person standing behind it.  
My goal is to give you greater self confidence by reinforcing your understanding of the metal detector.  
I strongly believe mental attitude greatly affects our performance and success in the field. If you have troubles at 
home, or financial burdens or personal ailments….they all take their toll on your ability to concentrate on signals 
and make proper adjustments to your detector.  
To be a serious detectorist, you must learn to focus entirely on what you are doing at the moment.  
“PUT YOUR TROUBLES ASIDE’                                       -‘Quarter man’ Dwight  



 

 

Thank You 
 

April Speaker: Jim Mears will be speaking on how to build a gold-vac 
 

 

For the help with Chester’s Gold Coin project. 
 

Last Month 
 

Our meeting  had 142 in attendance with 16 new members and guests. 
 
Door Prize - Eldon McLaughlin & Ronnie Davis                        
50/50 - $96.00 - Ronnie Davis 
Finds of the month –  Gold - Dan   Metal - Richard Hytinen   Gems - Kent Donalson  
Gold Nuggets: Tom Field, John Davis, Dave Hale & Jerry Kaplan 
Grand Prize Rock Tumbler Kit - Carter Harrison 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

The door to the left of the stage will be closed during the meeting so the smoking area’s smoke isn’t coming into 
the auditorium; many complaints. 
 

Community Events:  Gem & Mineral Show at Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum in Vista  on April 13, 14, & 15. 
We will have 20’ x 20’ booth set up like the gold shows. We will be selling gold pay dirt bags and dowsing rods, 
etc. There will be gold panning and a metal detecting contest. Need volunteers.   
 

Speaker: May – Jerry Hobbs from PLP 



 

 

Metal Detecting 
 

We had a great turn out at La Jolla shores on the 9th. John Howe and myself had a great time. John found about 
$1.92 and I found 26 cents but the weather was tee shirt weather and not a lot of trash. See you next month. 
This month we will be hitting the south side of the Oceanside pier and this time we are going to get all the good 
stuff. This will happen on April 26th a Thursday at about 8am. Bring your Detector and battery's and have fun 
with us all.       -Big"C" 
 

March's outing @ La Jolla Shores. Attendees: John Howe, Brian Kinnear, Frank & Zee Trutta and Jerry Kaplan.  
Frank had the find-of-the-day, a Lucien Picard man's watch with a broken band; probably why it was lost! I hope 
it works, cause it's a nice watch. I think the average $$ was about 2 bucks, except for Jerry who came late to the 
party. Maybe he stayed and continued his beach-policing mission. 

April Metal Detecting Outing, let's try the Oceanside Pier south side, Sunday April 8th (Easter) 8 AM-
ish. Although all the beaches are pretty sparse, at least I found a silver ring and an iPod there in my last 
2 trips. A guy I know found 2 wheat pennies just on the other side of the pier, so there's still stuff there.  
If nobody shows up I'll know you're hunting Easter eggs, or better yet at church!     -John Howe 
 

SIGNS THAT YOU NEED TO GO TO METAL DETECTORS ANONYMOUS 
1. All of your pants have grass stains on the knees 

2. Anytime you are walking, you look at the ground -- even indoors 
3. When you are in church and the minister says, "Please be seated," You respond with "Amen, brother. Or at least a barber." 

4. When using your weed wacker, you're concerned about your "sweep speed." 
5. If you roll over in bed, you may bend one of your detectors. 

6. Ever Ready and Duracell send you birthday and Christmas cards every year. 
7. You treat all strangers as if they own a house from 1743. 

8. Your trash cans are full of pull tabs, bullets and nails -- but you don't drink, hunt or do carpentry. 
9. Your clad finds pay for a good dinner for you and your spouse at least twice a year. 

10. You ask your children's friends if they live in an old house. 
 

Finds of the Month 
 

Show off what you have done in the last month! 
1st and 2nd Prize winners for each category. 

 

Gold 
Gems and Minerals 

Metal Detecting 
 

Chapter Support 
 

We don’t charge dues, there is no cost to check out prospecting equipment, outings are free, prospecting 
our claims is free, the library is free, the education and companionship are priceless/free. 
All the work to maintain the claims, equipment, storage, federal/state/local bureaucracy, taxes, maps, 
guides, kitchen, library, website, newsletter and so much more is ALL volunteers. 
Your club still has rent to pay, many claims with annual fees, equipment to buy/maintain, storage fees, 
website fees, gold & prizes cost, printing fees and numerous other monthly costs. 
We sell a few quality items and some raffle tickets for some really good prizes. 

Here is how you support your club.     Participate.     Buy some tickets.     Win! 
And Thanks for being part of a fine organization. 

 



 

 

 
 

Items available for purchase at the meeting 
  

Claim Guides - $20.00 per guide with your TSS membership card. 
Dowsing Rods - $20.00 as available 
Bags of Gold Pay Dirt - $10.00/Bag 
Save on the cost  of gasoline and still get some practice time in! 
One in every 10 bags will have a 'little' something extra! 

 
 
 

Drawings at this meeting 
 

Door Prize 
50/50 

Gold Nuggets 
Table 

 
 
 
 

Quarterly Grand Prize drawing for  June: 
Garrett Ace 350 Metal Detector 

 
 

http://www.garrett.com/hobbysite/hbby_ace_350_main.aspx 
 

See Yoko For your WINNING Ticket!!! 
 
 
 



 

 

MINER'S COOKBOOK 
By Judy Carpenter 

Taco in a Bag 
 

Ingredients:     
     Individual serving size bags of chips, any flavor (like Fritos, Doritos, Cheetos)  
     1 lb. Ground beef or turkey 
     1 pkg. Taco seasoning (Lawrys is good) 
Your favorite taco toppers: 
         Shredded lettuce, Shredded cheese, Diced tomatoes, Diced onions,  Sour, Guacamole, Taco Sauce & Jalapenos 
1. Cook the ground meat over medium heat until browned. Drain excess fat and mix in taco seasoning; prepare according to 
package directions. 
2. Crush the chips in the unopened bags. Cut the bag along the side edge. 
3. Add a good heapin' of taco meat mixture, lettuce, tomatoes, cheese and sour cream  (your favorite topping in any order) 
into the bags.  
4. Serve in the bag and eat with a fork. 
This is fun for the kids as well as adults. Good for pot lucks, camping and rainy days 
 

 

FOR SALE 
 

Send your Ads to TSSDnewsletter@hotmail.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP POLICY 
 

Membership is free. All we ask is that you attend the meetings and participate.  
First Meeting:     A membership application must be completed. 
Second Meeting:     You will be given a membership card and sign the TSS claims rules. 
Third Meeting:     You are able to purchase one of TSS’s Claim Guides. 
To maintain membership, you must attend one meeting every four months. 
Active military will not be removed from membership list. 
 

Claims Etiquette 
 

You have to be a current member, have your Claims Guide and a current membership card with you when 
prospecting on our claims. 
It is fair and proper for someone prospecting to ask one another to see their current membership card and claims 
guide while on any of our claims.  
ALL guests must sign TSS’s liability form before prospecting on our claims. 
If your membership is not current and you are prospecting on our claims, you are  prospecting illegally and will 
be dealt with accordingly to existing law. 
 

FILL IN YOUR HOLES WHEN YOU ARE DONE PROSPECTING 
 

LIBRARY 
 

Treasure Seekers of San Diego has a tremendous library for it’s members usage. Donna Brock, the Librarian and 
Don LaFollette, the Librarian Assistant, are there to assist you. The library ranges from VHS/DVD “How To” 
shows, magazines, books of history, gold locations, treasure hunting and some maps. The process for checking 
out the material is easy.  
 



 

 

EQUIPMENT FOR MEMBER’S USE 
 

Treasure Seekers of San Diego has a storage unit at Diablo Mini Storage in Escondido.  
Earl Sterrett is the Equipment Manager. 
 

Inventory: 2 Sluice Boxes – 3 feet long 1 Sluice Box – 4 feet long 
  1 Mini Recirculating 9 inch Sluice with pump and motor and tub. 
  1 Mini Recirculating  Sluice with pump and motor (no tub) 
  1 Highbanker with motor and pump 
  1 Gold Grabber (box type high banker with motor and pump) 
  1 Small Dry Washer (no leaf blower) 
  1 Large Dry Washer (Keene 151 with leaf blower) 
  1 Dry Vac (5 gallon size) with motor 

1 Dredge 3 inch (with motor, pump, hooka air, misc. hoses, end nozzles and  accessories) 
1 Magnetic Sweeper on rollers 

 

All that we ask (it’s not much) is that, anything checked out, is to be returned in the same or better condition than when it 
was borrowed. It’s understandable, with the nature of our interest, the equipment will get some bumps and bruises; which is 
acceptable. But if parts are lost or broken, it is the responsibility of the “borrower” to repair or replace.  
i.e. If a motor is on it’s last leg, you are using it and it poops out, we understand that it’s not your fault and don’t expect you to 
replace it. On the other hand, if you have been using the motor for an extended period of time, forget to check if oil is needed 
and the motor burns up that would be a different story. 
Give Earl Sterrett at 858-922-4547 a call, if you would like to use “our equipment.” He asks that you give him a couple of days 
notice when you might need something, and when items are returned they are CLEAN. All equipment must be returned by 
the meeting following when it was checked out. This will allow you any where from one week to three weeks usage.  
 

Books by Blakey 
Blakey Stanford, a TSS member, is the proud publisher of many interesting books. His books are compilations and re-prints 
of old magazine articles from the 30s, 40s, 50s and later. Many are first hand accounts of what it was like when there were 
real prospectors. There is nothing being printed today that compares to these articles. Whenever possible there is a treasure 
map that corresponds to the article. He sells  these books on e-bay for $20 each or 3/$50. Frank Trutta at Columbia Metal 
Detectors also sells them for $20 each.  Blake also sets up his books for purchase at the TSS Chapter meetings.  
 

PLP - PUBLIC LANDS FOR THE PEOPLE - www.PLP2.org 
 

Orange Challenge Card Info 
 

While pursuing your outdoor endeavor of work, play, recreation or sport and you are challenged by a representative of a 
governmental agency or public servant, regarding the legality of you activity in their area, you should do the following: 
� It is wise to politely ask if you are breaking any law. If you are informed that you are breaking the law, then ask for an 

explanation of the law and any municipal code that may pertain to the law. 
� You should do as the governmental representative asks you, then ask for their name, badge number, position, and the 

agency and district they represent. Record this information along with the Date, time, and location of the area where 
you are located. 

� If you do have a pleasant response from any of the representatives, such as being informative, cooperative, or helpful, we 
would like to hear about them also. 

� Give this information to your local PLP office or representative and they will advise you of the appropriate procedure to 
follow. 

Use this form to guide you when you are challenged and most of all be polite. 
 

Name:      Badge or ID # Position: 
Agency:     District represented: 
Date & Time:     Location Details: 
 

Forward to: Barret Wetherby - Secretary-Treasurer   818-957-1455    BHWetherby@aol.com  
 National Office   3700 Santa Carlotta St, La Crescenta, CA. 91214 



 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Treasure Seekers of San Diego County (TSS) was officially organized on May 21, 2003 when the election of officers was held. 
We are a GPAA chapter. Non GPAA members may attend meetings and participate in the raffle, but are not eligible to vote, 
hold office, be on the claims committee, or utilize GPAA claims.  The purpose of this organization is to provide an 
environment to increase public awareness, with education and training, of locating, identification and legal removal of 
minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the preservation of the environment and wild habitat. 
 

WWW.TREASURESEEKERSOFSANDIEGO.ORG 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TreasureSeekersofSD/ 

 

Meetings are held at the Joslyn Senior Center 
210 Park Avenue, Escondido, CA 92025 

On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30-9:00PM 
 

See the treasurer and/or the secretary to review their respective reports from the previous month’s meeting.  
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
    
 

President:   Chester Nowicki   760-747-1165  candhnow@cox.net 
Vice President:   Dwight Reed   760-727-7213  Dwightreed@cox.net 
Recording Secretary:   Sharon Crnkovic  760-519-9899  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Treasurer:   Jerry Goldstein   760-317-1819  Auprospector101@aol.com 
Membership:   Sharon Crnkovic  760-519-9899  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Newsletter:   Michael Michalski  858-254-6025  TSSDnewsletter@hotmail.com 
Activity Communicator:  John Howe   760-621-0550  lgolfer@aol.com 
Ways & Means:   Yoko Weidman-Riggs  619-470-3138  aulover88@aol.com 
Librarian:   Donna Brock   760-724-8276  brock.d@sbcglobal.net 
Claims:    Robert Cook   760-741-6547  rmjcc@cox.net 
Metal Detecting:  Frank Trutta   760-743-8516  scthfrank@yahoo.com 
Claims Guide:   Lee Crnkovic   760-519-7757  slgacrnk@aol.com 
Equipment Manager:  Earl Sterrett    858-922-4547  Earls@awproperties.net 
Finds of the Month:   Trish and Terry King  858-705-2453  landsharking@hotmail.com 
Director At Large:  Ray Wilkerson   760-598-6441  bwilkerson9@cox.net 
Director At Large:  Loren Raddatz   760-726-7397  Laraddatz@cox.net 
Director At Large:  Jim Mears   760-746-9698  JandCMears@netzero.net 
Director At Large:  Charlie Freeman   760-789-0063  char-carm@sbcglobal.net 
Director At Large:  Jerry Kaplan   858-453-6447  JERRYK23A@gmail.com 
Director At Large:  Keith Browning      keithbro2001@yahoo.com 
Director At Large:  Sue Conner   760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
Director At Large:  Ron Gonsalves   760-480-5638  Goldbusters@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Publication: 
Inkwell Printing Co. 

760 East Valley Parkway 
Escondido, CA. 92025 

760-743-8681   760-747-8182 (Fax) 
 
 


