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Presidents Message
We had a great turnout at our beach coin hunt this past month. It was put together on the fly and it
worked out perfectly. Thank you Jerry G. and John H. for setting it all up and making it a great success
at such short notice. We had this large hunt area with 20-25 members signing up for the hunt. There was
well over 4,000 coins and a lot of silver with tokens for special prizes. Some members even brought
their own tokens and prizes. You can’t beat that for member participation.
Speaking of member participation, we are in need for help with our claims committee. Right now, it is a
committee of two. One doing most of the leg work with all the paper signing and signature gathering.
The other doing the legal writing and claims location work. With the BLM putting in more restrictions
and requirements, it is no longer an easy task. And since this organization is an educational one, this is
the time to learn how locate, file for and maintain claims. We need a committee of at least four to help
each other. One of our members is going to set up a presentation on how to find areas open for claims,
how to file for claims and how to maintain the paperwork necessary for keeping the claims. We will
need a committee of at least four for this.
September is going to be very busy for us. Right off, we have an event set up in Julian again. Our first
event will be at the Menghini Winery, 1150 Julian Orchards Drive. Take the Banner Grade Road past
Julian and turn left on Wynola Road and you’re almost there. This will be the Julian Grape Stomp
Fiesta. One day, Saturday Sept. 6, 11:00 AM till 7:00 PM. We will be the main attraction for the kids
with the metal detecting and gold panning. We will also be selling our items to make the funds to keep
our programs going. Come help us and sign up.
Next will be the Stewart Mine, Gems of Pala, Gem hunt. Blue Sheppard will be there to give us a talk
about the mine. We need an accurate count so we want only those who sign up at our meeting to show
up. If we have too many and those who don’t sign up will have to wait. It is $20.00 for their bucket full
but may be well worth the outing. Further information at the meeting.
Then, our most important outing is the Bates Nut Farm event on Sept. 27-28. We will be setting up
Friday the 26th. Plenty of kids to teach how to pan for gold, coin hunting with metal detectors and we
will be selling our items to support our education expenses. I am also planning of displaying some of our
prospecting tools. We always have a great time and there is a lot of other booths with interesting items to
purchase.
OK, that’s it for now. See you at the meeting and we’ll all have fun.
Sourdough Chet
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Searching The Beaches:
By Frank Trutta

This Sunday was our beach hunt at La Jolla Shores. I missed the cut off to submit what time and place we
were to meet. Five of us did make it. For La Jolla shores we did well. John Howe recovered $4.60 in
change, Brian Kinnear came up with about $4.00 also my wife Zee had over $4.00 I got $2.70 in change
and a Chrome ring. I hunted the low tide area the entire time looking for that gold ring, but it is still out
there. Olaf, a new customer showed up around 10, not sure what he recovered.
Next month we will go just north of the Roller Coaster life guard station at Mission Beach on Sept. 21st at
7:00 am.
Hunt smart!

TSSD's Metal Detecting Outing
By John Howe

The Treasure Seekers of San Diego had its first ever organized competition hunt on Sunday, August
17th. Despite the fact that parking was a bit tight, a total of 19 hunters participated. Maybe "competition"
isn't the correct term as there weren't prizes awarded to whoever found the most coins or highest cash
total. The only thing participants had to do was go fast and collect all the targets they could and find as
many tokens as they could. The tokens were redeemable for silver quarters, halves, buffalo nickels, large
cents, shield nickels and maybe some others. All other coins they found they got to keep.
The hunt lasted about an hour which might have been longer than necessary since it got awfully quiet in
the field after about 45 minutes. It seems like the field had been hunted out! This is remarkable since we
buried in excess of 1700 coins. I didn't keep a tally of finds, but everybody found coins and some made
their entrance fee back ($5). If anybody is looking for a standard to try for, I think Brian Winter found
over 200 coins and made about $20! But he was REALLY moving his machine!
Everyone I talked with commented on how much fun they had. And I'll add what a good job they did
finding targets. I went back to the field on the day after to check what was missed. I gridded the entire
field and found a total of 3 dimes and a rusty paper clip! This equates to a target recovery of at least
99.8%! This is outstanding since in many other hunts I've entered; there have been LOTS of targets left
on the field. I know because I usually do an "after-hunt". Good work folks!
A thank you to Rich Hegyi for getting there and securing a table for us as well as contributing 3 tokens
for bottles of wine.
So I suppose the next question is, "When's the next hunt?"
We'll see what we can do.

Treasure Seekers of San Diego
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Results from 8/12/14 Metal Detecting outing @ Mission Beach South:
We had 9 members attending, 8 detecting. In total we found 242 coins for $22.30 including 1 silver dime.
For jewelry, we found 1 silver ring and earring, another pair of earrings and 3 other rings.
Rich Heygi 45 coins @ $4.24
Zee Trutta 42 coins @ $3.90, gold plated silver ring, and silver earring
John Howe 32 coins @ $3.46, 1953 silver Rosie, toy car
Brian Winter 38 coins @ $$3.24, pair designer earrings, mood ring
Brian Kinnear 21 coins @ $2.48, junk ring, handyman tool, toy car
John Troseth 28 coins @ $2.22, box cutter, 2 junk earrings
Frank Trutta 22 coins @ $1.58, junk ring
Jerry Kaplan 14 coins @ $1.18 and the winner of the Skunk-of-the-Month
And a big thanks to John Troseth and SPMA for returning my lost scoop from their club picnic!
The September hunt will be at Coronado beach on Sept. 7th. That's the weekend after Labor Day so
maybe there'll be some stuff left.

Thank you – You Make a Difference!
To Michael Michalski for his years of publishing TSSD’s newsletter. We wish you the best on your
future endeavors.
To Don and Brenda Star for their excellent presentation regarding their adventure to Alaska.
To John Howe and Jerry Goldstein for setting up TSSD’s first beach metal detecting hunt.
To Robert Cook for all his hard work on keeping TSSD’s mining claims up to date and all the appropriate
paperwork filed. This is a long and tedious task which is appreciated.
To Jerry Goldstein and Frank Trutta for the fantastic raffle table items. And to Kalina Caltagirone for the
very nice display of the items.
To each and every volunteer that it takes to run a meeting and all the behind the scene actions. You are
appreciated.

Septembers Guest Speaker:
Our very own, Charlie “Big C” Freeman will be the guest speaker for September. He will give you the
low down on the Hall of Fame claim. Don’t miss this one if you plan on attending the TSSD outing this
month to the claim.
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August Meeting Summary:
137 people in attendance.
Door Prize Winner – Charlie (Big C) Freeman
50/50 Drawing – Charles Bailey
Finds of the Month –
Metal Detecting – Dwight Reed
Gems – Frank Huberts
Gold – Don and Brenda Star
Gold Nuggets – Randy Oyler, Janice Davies, Brian Kinnear, Jim Sullivan and Michele Silva winning two
nuggets!
Metal Detector Drawing – Walter de Lorrell III

Supporting the Chapter:
Dowsing Rods - $25.00 for members/ $30.00 for non-members. Limit one per family.
“The Desert Magazine” on Disk – 1937 to 1983 - $5.00 for the set. Limit two per family.
Treasure Seekers Pins & Decals - $6.00 each
Bags of Gold Pay Dirt - $10.00, $25.00, $50.00 and $100.00 bags available for purchase (with limits).
Claims Guides - $20.00 with your TSSD membership card.
Opportunity Drawings:
Door Prize – taken off the meeting sign in sheet
50/50 Split Drawing
Gold Nugget Drawing
Raffle Table Drawing
See Jerry Goldstein for your winning tickets!
TSSD does not charge dues. There is no cost to check out prospecting equipment, outings are free,
prospecting our claims is free, the library is free, and the education and companionship are priceless and
free.
Yet TSSD still has to pay rent, pay the mining claim fees, pay the storage bill for the equipment for you
to use, gold and raffle item costs, printing fees and numerous other monthly costs.
Please support “your” club!

Participate!

Buy some tickets!

Win!

A special ‘ticket’ is given to you for every $20.00 spent at a meeting. This ticket is for a “Super Prize”
that will be drawn at the February 2015 meeting.

Treasure Seekers of San Diego
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Miner’s Cookbook Corner:
By Judy Carpenter

Individual Pear/Apple Cheddar Crisp
Filling:
3 Cups Pears or Apples, cored, peeled and diced
2 Cups Cranberries (optional)
1/2 cup chopped pecans, almond or walnuts (also optional)
3 ounces cheddar cheese, thinly sliced or cubed
Crumb Topping:
1/2 cup quick-cooking rolled oats
1 Tablespoon packed Brown Sugar (can use splenda or sugar twin)
1/4- 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg (optional)
4 teaspoons light butter with canola oil (like land o lake), melted
Preheat oven 400 degrees f. Use 8- 4 oz. size mason jelly jars; this is a single size serving, 1/2 cup.
Light butter or spray each jar and place on a cookie sheet.
Mix the pears/apples and cranberries in a bowl, toss in the cheese and nuts, then divide into the jars
evenly.
In a small bowl mix the rest of the ingredients for the crumb topping, spoon the crumble topping on each
of the jars.
Bake about 10 -15 minutes or until cheese is melted and tops are lightly browned.

Claims Committee:
TSSD is reaching out to its membership for two (2) members that want to assist on the Claims
Committee.
Requirements are:
To be able to fill out and complete legal documents precisely
To have knowledge of the current BLM, State and County laws regarding mining
To be familiar with BLM’s LR2000 website
To be able to do ‘leg work’ placing claim markers
Be familiar with maps and GPS.
If you are interested, please contact Robert Cook at the meeting or at rmjcc@cox.net

Finds of the Month:
3 categories to enter: Gold, Gems and Minerals, Metal Detecting Finds
Bring in your best finds from last month. Remember, it is quality, not quantity.
Prizes for 1st and 2nd place in all 3 categories.
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Outings and Events:
September 6th – Saturday:
Menghini Winery “Grape Stomp” – Booth @ 1150 Julian Orchards Drive, Julian
11am to 7pm
September 7th – Sunday:
Metal Detecting with John Howe
Coronado Beach
Time to be announced
September 14th – Sunday:
Stewart Mine “Gems of Pala” @ 35940 Magee Road, Pala
9am to 3pm
$20.00 per 3 gallon bucket
September 20th and 21st – Saturday and Sunday:
TSSD’s Hall of Fame claim
September 21st – Sunday:
Metal Detecting with Frank Trutta
Mission Beach – North of the roller coaster life guard station
7am
September 27th and 28th – Saturday and Sunday:
Bates Nut Farm - Booth @ 15954 Woods Valley Rd., Valley Center
3pm on Friday (26th) for set up
9am to 5pm on Saturday
9am to 4pm on Sunday
October 8th – Wednesday:
TSSD General Meeting @ 210 Park Ave., Escondido
6:30pm

Treasure Seekers of San Diego
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September’s Drawing for the “Quarterly Prize”:
Keen Super Concentrator

The new Super Concentrator is finally available after 3 years of development and over 25 prototypes,
Keene Engineering has developed the perfect concentrator riffle. Experience fine gold recovery never
before achieved with a sluice box.
This is a professional clean up tool, everything is constructed of quality parts and built to last. The first
Hungarian riffle (Miracle Mat) molded into a rubber mat and built into a portable concentrator sluice
measuring 44 inches long by 8 inches wide with built in header box, plumbed with an adjustable flow
valve to meter water flow and separate spray nozzle for clean up.
Equipped with adjustable brackets, two 5 gallon buckets and a 12 volt 1100 GPH pump.
Operates for 8 hours on a typical automobile battery. Battery not included. Capacity 100 lbs. per hour

Next “Quarterly Drawing” will be in December.
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Menghini Winery
“Julian Grape Stomp Fiesta”
Saturday, September 6th, 2014
11am until 7pm
1150 Julian Orchards Dr.
Julian CA 92036
760-765-2072
Two ways to get there from Escondido.
#1:

Hwy. 78 to Wynola Road (up the hill from Santa Ysabel)
Turn Left on Wynola Road and travel 3.2 miles
Turn Left on Julian Orchards Drive for 0.2 miles.
Arrive at Menghini Winery on your left.
Total Mileage would be 39.88 apprx. miles
Or:

#2:

Hwy. 78 through the town of Julian and proceed down “Banner Grade Road”
Turn Left on Wynola Road and travel 0.9 miles
Take the second right onto Julian Orchards Drive for 0.2 miles
Arrive at Menghini Winery on your left.
Total Mileage would 43.44 apprx. miles

Bring: Chairs, Your food and drink, a hat and wear comfortable clothing.

What does TSSD do at these events:
TSSD sets up a few tables under awnings. On one or two of these tables are panning tubs which allows
us to teach the children (and adults) how to pan for gold. When teaching the children we use play
ground sand and pyrite, sometimes a few polished gems are included. If the public decides to purchase
one of our gold bags, we assist them in learning how to pan for real gold. The other table(s) hold
brochure information pertaining to our club and the G.P.A.A.. On occasion we have been known to sell
our gold bags, dowsing rods and other merchandise that we are able to obtain. Lately TSSD has been
introducing children (and adults) to the world of metal detecting. If the space is available TSSD ‘salts’
an area with coins and invite the children to come detect the field. These metal detecting hunts are
offered at specific times of the day.
It is a fun filled day. You get to spend some time with follow members and meet the public and educate
them to the wonders of the outdoors. Try it – you might like it.
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Stewart Mine - “Gems of Pala”
Sunday, September 14th, 2014
9am till 3pm
35940 Magee Road
Pala, CA 92059
760-742-1356

Cost: $20 for a 3 gallon Bucket of Pilings
Gems of Pala Highlights: You will find the Gems of Pala store at one of the most widely recognized
tourmaline mines in the world, the Stewart Mine. It is in the San Diego County community of Pala,
which provides one of the world’s richest deposits of pink tourmaline. Rock hounds and gemstone
enthusiasts come from all over the world to find Pala tourmaline.
The Stewart Mine holds the record for being the largest pegmatite mining operation in the history of the
U.S. This took place in the late 19th century when the last Chinese Dynasty sought to aquire all of the
pink tourmaline in California. The Stewart Mine is also famous for its lepidolite, which comes in lilac,
lavendar, and pink colors. Plenty of pink tourmaline and green tourmaline, which the Chinese did not
desire, can be found.
Although you will not be allowed to enter the Stewart Mine, buckets of mining dirt are brought out to
their Gems of Pala store where enthusiasts can sift through the buckets of gem filled dirt. You will be
given instructions and given the tools to sift through the dirt. Anything you find is yours to keep.
Dress appropriately since it can get hot in Pala during the summer Wear something you don’t mind
getting dusty, a hat, and sunscreen. Bring gloves (the kinds you would use to clean kitchens or
bathrooms) if you don’t want to sift through wet pilings with your bare hands. Also, bring containers to
carry your gems home.
(Note: This is not related to the Oceanview Mine, which is further up Magee Road.)
Bring a chair, bucket(s), food and drink and CASH.

7.2 miles east of I-15 on Hwy. 76.

Page 10

Treasure Seekers of San Diego
OCTOBERFEST
P.L.P. Fundraiser Event
Saturday and Sunday, October 18th & 19th, 2014
Location:
Sleepy Bear Mining
21 Goler Road, Randsburg, CA 93554

We welcome outdoor enthusiasts of all types to join in for this event, gold
prospectors, metal detecting, off-roading, dirt biking- camping and other outdoor
activities. All ages welcome, you DO NOT have to be a member of any club or
organization to join.
** NO SHOOTING WILL BE ALLOWED **
BBQ/Raffle/Campfire/Live Entertainment: Saturday night
Donation:
Ages 18 & Over: $30.00 per person
Ages 17 & Under: $6.00 donation if participating in Saturday night BBQ
**PLEASE NOTE** All participants MUST comply with BLM regulations.
Your donation will include
* 2 days of prospecting (Saturday & Sunday)
* Saturday night BBQ (each family/group please bring one side dish and
desert to share)
* Group campfire Saturday night (bring your s'mores!)
Please bring your own chairs for the BBQ & campfire
* Live entertainment @ Saturday nights events
* 12 raffle tickets to the 2015 PLP raffle
* Educational Seminars (Saturday around noon)
(Land Reclamation/California Mining History/Southern California Mining & Mineral
History)
RSVP: Please RSVP for this
event by September 22, 2014 to
give enough
preparation for ordering food
& other necessities.
See Sue or Jim Jeffery at the
meeting or visit their store at
www.aptsgold.com for more
details.
Or visit PLP website:
http://plp1.org/

This event is attended AT YOUR OWN RISK. You
must be in good health and physically able to
participate, we are not responsible for injuries,
vehicle or equipment liabilities. Sleepy Bear,
American Prospector Treasure Seeker and/or
the PLP are not responsible for injuries, illness
and/or loss of or damaged equipment/vehicle.
Sleepy Bear reserves the right to refuse entry to
anyone. BLM land policies and rules must be
followed by all participants.

Treasure Seekers of San Diego
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TSSD Equipment for Member’s Use:
2 Sluice Boxes – 3 feet long
1 Sluice Box – 4 feet long
1 Mini Recirculating 9 inch sluice with pump, motor and tub
1 Mini Recirculating sluice with pump and motor (no tub)
1 Highbanker with motor and pump
1 Gold Grabber (box type high banker with motor and pump)
1 Small Dry Washer (no leaf blower)
1 Large Dry Washer (Keene 151 with leaf blower)
1 Dry Vac (5 gallon size) with motor
1 Magnetic Sweeper on rollers
TSSD has equipment that it loans to its members. All we ask is that anything that is checked out is
returned in the same or better condition than when it was borrowed. It is understandable that with the
nature of our hobby, the equipment will get some bumps and bruises, which is acceptable. But if parts
are lost or broken, it is the responsibility of the ‘borrower” to repair or replace missing or broken parts.
Further details of the equipment check out policy is on the form which you will sign when receiving the
item.
Earl Sterrett, 858-922-4547, will be able to assist you with the equipment checkout. He asks that you
give him a couple of days’ notice when you might need something, and when items are returned that
they are CLEAN. All equipment must be returned by the meeting following when it was checked out.
Equipment is located at Diablo Mini Storage in Escondido.

Books By Blakey:
Basement Chemistry for Prospectors
Lost Arch Gold Mine
Peg Leg’s Lost Gold
Randsburg Gold
Twenty-nine Palms Gold
Yuma Gold
Duke’s Short Course in Prospecting and Mineral Identification
Are books that Blakey Sanford, a TSSD member, has bound compliled and re-printed articles from the
old magazine articles of the 20’s to the 50’s and later, they are first hand accounts of what it was like
when there were real prospectors and adventurers. There is nothing being printed today that compares
to these old articles. Whenever possible there is a treasure map that corresponds to the article. Books
are $20.00 each or 3 books for $50.00. Available at the meetings or at Columbia Metal Detectors, 760
East Valley Parkway, Escondido, CA.

TSSD Library:
Treasure Seekers of San Diego has a tremendous library for its members’ usage. Librarian, Roz
Laffoon, will gladly assist you in checking out books, magazines, VHS/DVD’s that show you gold
locations and history, treasure hunting, maps and knowledge of what to look for. Anything that is
related to gold, gems and treasure hunting is available.
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TSSD Membership:
Membership to Treasure Seekers of San Diego is free. We do not charge an annual dues. All that is
asked is that you attend meetings, participate and support the group through its opporunity drawings and
events. To maintain membership, you MUST attend one meeting every four months.
1st meeting:
2nd meeting:
3rd meeting:

Complete and turn in a membership application.
You will be given your TSSD membership card.
You will be able to purchase a TSSD Claims Guide with proof of your
membership card.

TSSD Claims Guides:
TSSD Claims Guides are available for purchase for $20.00 (Twenty Dollars).
Inside each guide you will find:
1.
List of Officers
2.
Current year calendar of events
3.
Claim Rules and Regulations
4.
Chapter Support and Claims Etiquette
5.
Equipment for members to check out and use
6.
Claim do’s and don’ts
7.
What to expect at an TSSD outing
8.
Using Dowsing Rods
9.
Detailed maps and information pertaining to the 15 claims of TSSD.
10.
And several pages of useful information pertaining to mining and detecting.

Claims Assessment Work Form:
Each and every time you are at one of TSSD’s claims, you should be completing a Claims Assessment
Work Form (located in the front of the claims guides, or at the meetings from the Claims Guide Seller).
This form needs to be turned into Robert Cook, TSSD Claims Manager, at the meetings or e-mailing it
to him at: rmjcc@cox.net or surface mail to: 1941 Rockhoff Road, Escondido, CA 92026-1113.
Needed information required: Claim used, Members name, Date used, Total people prospecting and
time on the claim, Type of work done (clean up, maintain, filling in holes, etc.), Members signature,
Claims access, Vehicle access, Claim Markers, Claims Guide Directions, Type of equipment used, Type
of gold found.
It sounds like a lot, but it really is not. This information is needed to prove that our claims are being
worked. If BLM questions us as to the use of our claims or wants to close one of our areas to
prospecting we want to be able to produce records that show that our claims are being used.

G.P.A.A.:
Treasure Seekers of San Diego is a chapter of G.P.A.A.. This does not require you to become a member
of G.P.A.A. but if you are, please advise them that you are also a member of TSSD, so that we are
eligible for ‘points’ from your membership. TSSD uses those ‘points' to obtain opportunity raffle items.
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Treasure Seekers of San Diego County
Mission Statement

Treasure Seekers of San Diego County (T.S.S.D.) was officially organized on May 21, 2003 when the election of
officers was held. We are a G.P.A.A. chapter. Non G.P.A.A. members may attend meetings and participate in
the raffle, but are not eligible to vote, hold office, be on the claims committee, or utilize G.P.A.A. claims. The
purpose of this organization is to provide an environment to increase public awareness, with education and
training, of locating, identification and legal removal of minerals, cashes and treasures while keeping in mind the
preservation of the environment and wild habitat.
Meetings are held at the Park Avenue Community Center (formerly Joslyn Senior Center)
210 Park Avenue, Escondido CA
On the first Wednesday of each month, 6:30pm – 9:00pm

Board Members
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Activity Communicator:
Claims Manager:
Claims Guides:
Engraved Name Tags:
Equipment Manager:
Finds of the Month:
Gold Bags:
Librarian:
Membership:
Newsletter:
P.L.P.
Printing:
Refreshments:
Sgt. At Arms:
TSSD Apparel:
Ways & Means
Director At Large:
Director At Large:
Director AT Large:

Chester Nowicki
Jason Evans
John Hendricks
Jerry Goldstein
John Howe
Robert Cook
Jim Mears
Sharon Crnkovic
Mary Troseth
Earl Sterrett
Steve Thacker
Charlie Freeman
Rozalynn Laffoon
Aline Hendricks
Sharon Crnkovic
Charlene Myers
Sue Jeffery
Frank Trutta
Sue Conner &
Ron Gonsalves
Keith Browning
John Troseth
Jerry Goldstein
Jerry Kaplan
Loren Raddatz
Ray Wilkerson

760-747-1165
760-525-1189
760-213-3503
760-317-1819
760-621-0550
760-741-6547
760-746-9698
760-519-9899
619-820-8676
858-922-4547
-----------------760-789-0063
619-423-6426
760-213-3503
760-519-9899
760-439-8521
951-676-2555
760-743-8681

candhnow@cox.net
min-arch@hotmmail.com
kd6rhd56@aol.com
auprospector101@aol.com
1golfer@aol.com
rmjcc@cox.net
jandcmears@cox.net
slgacrnk@aol.com
jtroseth@yahoo.com
earls@awproperties.net
thackersc@aol.com
Jeepingold@att.net
rozalynnlaffoon@att.net
kd6rdh56@aol.com
slgacrnk@aol.com
charlenemyers@cox.net
info@aptsgold.com
scthfrank@yahoo.com

760-480-5638
-------------619-820-8676
760-317-1819
858-232-0670
760-726-7397
760-598-6441

goldbusters@sbcglobal.net
keithbro2001@yahoo.com
jtroseth@yahoo.com
auprospector101@aol.com
jerryk23A@gmail.com
Laraddatz@cox.net
bwilkerson9@cox.net

Find us at:
www.treasureseekersofsandiego.org

